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With other interesting Communications from the Records of that Church. 


No. x. SECOND QUARTER, 1827. Vou. nm. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


Extract of the Diary of the Christian Congregation at the Infirmary 
for Lepers,* at Hemel en Aarde, from the beginning of the year, 
to the end of March, 1826. 


January 1st. We entered into the new-year with prayer, praise, 
and thanksgiving; and by the presence of our Lord and Saviour, 
powerfully felt in our assemblies, our confidence and hope were 
strengthened anew, that He would, as hitherto, be with us and bless 
us, and cause the word of atonement, which we preach, not to return 


* In 1822, His Excellency, Lord Charles Somerset, Governor of the Cape 
of Good Hope, found it needful to make some new arrangements at the In- 
firmary, established at a place called Hemel en Aarde, for those Hottentots 
who were labouring under a loathsome species of leprosy, called in the 
colony the Lazarus sickness, with a view, if possible, to stop its progress by 
infection. Considering, also, with great humanity, the spiritual as well as 
the bodily misery of these ushappy beings, Lord Charles addressed a letter 
to the Superintending Missionary of the United Brethren. which breathes a 
spirit of the greatest benevolence and compassion for the sufferers: in this 
letter he calls upon the Brethren’s Missionaries to assist him in his humane 
views of promoting both the internal and external welfare of the poor 
lepers, by sending a Missivnary to instruct them in the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. After mature consideration, the Brethren could not but consent to 
his Excellency’s proposals; and arrargements were made accordingly Lord 
Charles, having expressed a wish that Brother Leitner, of Groenekloof, and 
his wife, who is an English woman, might undertake the commission, they 
were willing to accept the call, and entered upon their new station on the 
21st of January, 1823. God has laid a special blessing upon their labours; 
and the plans adopted by his Excellency for the general amelioration of the 
state of the Infirmary seem to have fully succeeded. At the commencement 
of the Mission, there were upwards of 150 patients in the Infirmary. 


Vou. 1. 55 
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unto Him void, but make it in truth a life-giving savor, by which 
many souls may be raised from the death of sin to a life of righte 
ousness, many mourners be comforted, and those who have found 
pardon and peace by the mercy of their Saviour, be more and more 
firmly grounded in faith, and be led by Him to everlasting life. The 
forenoon’s sermon was upon the text appointed for the day: Behold, 
I make all things new, (Rev. xxi. 5.) and treated of the work of re- 
generation, without which we cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

In the evening, most of the inhabitants came and stood before our 
house, where they sang verses, expressive of their gratitude to God, 
and their prayers for His blessing to attend them and us throughout 
the new-year. 

5th. We spoke with all our communicants, previous to the Holy 
Communion to be celebrated to-morrow, being Epiphany. The 
Lord was pleased to grant to us and our poor sick congregation much 
blessing and refreshment by His heart-reviving presence, while we 
called to mind His first manifestation to the heathen. 

9th. After long drought, we were favoured with a plentiful shower 
during the night, for which we thanked our heavenly Father. 

13th. A healthy child two years old was sent to Gnadenthal for 
education. 


Towards the end of the month we had some fruitful rains after a 
succession of very hot weather. 

February 1st. After the usual discourse preparatory to the Lord’s 
supper, the communicants came individually to express their great 
desire to partake of this holy ordinance; and we had the satisfaction 
to perceive in all of them a genuine work of the Holy Spirit, teach- 
ing them to know themselves as poor sinful creatures, and the need 
of a Saviour, and of being cleansed from sin and unrighteousness by 
His precious blood. 

4th. A new patient arrived here from the district of Stellenbosch. 

6th. Jonathan, who had for a long time been a great sufferer, de- 
parted happily into eternity. He was baptized in February, and 
made a partaker of the Holy Communion, September 12, 1825. 
His conduct, after attaining to these privileges, was exemplary; and 
he remained faithful to the end. Having been the first who was ap- 
pointed ofisiener or overseer in this place, he was as such esteemed 
and beloved by all the inhabitants. During his last illness, which 
was extremely painful, he bore his sufferings with much patience 
and resignation; and his only complaint was this, that he was not yet 
fit to be called home to rest with the Lord, in whom, however, he 
believed with his whole heart, and with child-like confidence trusted 
to Him as the Friend of his soul, having by the Spirit learnt to know 
Him as his Saviour and Redeemer. It afforded us always great 
pleasure to visit him, and to witness his steady faith and submission 
to the divine will. If it occurred to him, as he lay musing on his 
sick-bed, that he had at any time offended any one by word or deed, 
he sent for that person, and begged his pardon. <A few days before 
his end, he said: ‘* 1 am now ready; ngthing keeps me here; and I 
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only wait for our Saviour to come and take my soul unto Himself.” 
About a quarter of an hour before he breathed his last, he called all 
his best friends by name, and having seen them assembled, he 
clasped his hands, and fell asleep in the most quiet and peaceful 
manner, aged about fifty eight years. 

7th. We paid a visit to our friend, the Heimraad (assessor,) Van 
Tessilaar, and were most kindly received. 

11th. Another healthy child was sent to Gnadenthal. Some days 
after, a wagon arrived, bringing nine lepers from Grahamstadt and 
Theophilus. Among them was a Caffre, who had been instructed 
in the school of the Missionaries there. 

The heat, during this month, was extremely oppressive, and the 
drought so great, that our cattle could find no water to drink, 
neither to the south nor west of this place, where our best pasture 
ground lies. Even the Unrust river, from which we get our com- 
mon supply of water, both for drinking and watering our garden, 
had left off flowing. We were therefore for some days employed in 
repairing the dyke in the Attaquas kloof, by which our garden- 
grounds are generally supplied, and obtained thereby some relief, till, 
by a plentiful rain in the night of the 25th, and during the following 
day, the parched ground was refreshed, tor which we gave public 
thanks in the morning service. 

March 1st. The remains of a communicant, Christiana Buergers, 
were interred in our burial ground. She was baptized in September, 
1823, when it appeared as if every hour would be her last; but it 
pleased God to restore her so far, that she could creep about, by the 
help of a crutch, upon the remnants of her fect, the greater part of 
which had been destroyed by the dreadful disorder. Her hands she 
had long ago entirely lost in the same way. But though confined in 
a most wretched body, her soul enjoyed peace and comtort; for she 
had learnt to know the Lord as her Saviour, who by His sufferings 
had made an atonement for sin, and granted her pardon and mercy, 
with the sure hope of eternal life, through His all-sufficient merits. 
She thus remained His faithful follower to the end of her painful 
pilgrimage. Her very countenance testified of the happiness of her 
soul; and she was always cheerful and contented. She became a 
communicant in November, 1825. Her walk was worthy of the 
gospel; and all who knew her were edified and delighted with her 
conversation, and that resignation to the will of God, which she 
showed during all her sufferings, waiting with patience for the time 
when it would please Him to grant her to be released from so 
wretched an existence on earth, and to take her home to the enjoy- 
ment of eternal health and happiness. 

4th. One of the patients came crawling to our house, (having lost 
both hands and feet,) and complained, that a neighbouring boor 
would not sell him any more Dacha, though he sold it to ot: ers. 
Dacha is a species of wild hemp, or cicuta, the leaves of which the 
Hottentots like to use for smoking. It not only makes them drunk as 
soon as brandy, but has the most pernicious effect in weakening the 
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whole body. Several of the patients of both sexes are, alas, very 
fond of this poisonous herb; and, with all our attempts, we have 
failed in eradicating the evil. Some of those, who are addicted to 
it, now and then appear at our meetings; but they reap no benefit 
from their attendance; for according to our Lord’s parable, When 
they have heard the word, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth 
away that which was sown in their hearts. Others of this descrip- 
tion never come to church, but despise the counsel of God for their 
salvation, and shut their ears against it. We told the complainant, 
that we were not called to judge between him and the farmers, who 
had a right to do with their own property as they pleased; but that 
we were glad that the farmer had refused to sell this intoxicating 
herb to him: we also represented to him, that, miserable as the state 


of his body was, that of his poor immortal soul was much more so, 
and exhorted him to repcutance. 


As there has been no stated opportunity hitherto for special in- 
struction in the Christian doctrine, the people were informed, after 
the preaching on the 4th, that I purposed holding two meetings in 
the week for that purpose. This notice gave them great pleasure. 

From the 15th to the 18th we spoke separately with all the 
unbaptized individuals under our care, and in general, with, much 
satisfaction. Many expressed their desire to know more of the way 
of salvation, and to be admitted into the Christian church by holy 
baptism. Of some, however, we must say, that, though they come 
to us, it is evident, that they love darkness rather than light. 

14th. We were under the painful necessity of publicly excluding 
two persons, a man and a woman, from our congregation, on account 
of their offensive conduct. The woman is a healthy person, and 
was employed as cook to the infirmary. Her husband died six 
weeks ago. We told her, that she must quit the place without de- 
lay, her behaviour being intolerably scandalous. -On the following 
morning, we heard, that, in the night previous to her departure, she 
got another bad person to join her, and engaged a dancing party, first 
in her own house, and then in one of the apartments in the Infirmary. 
The man, being a leper, must remain here. 

From the 16th to the 18th, we were refreshed by a very welcome 
rain, of which we had stood in need for a long time, and were truly 
thankful for it. 

At the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, on the 18th, two candi- 
dates were present, being appointed for confirmation. Three were 
admitted candidates for baptism, and three re-admitted. 

24th, Good Friday. In the morning, a heavy storm of thunder 
and lightning brought again rain; but, as soon as it cleared, we had 
the usual meetings, and were richly blessed in the contemplation of 
the sufferings and death of our Redeemer for our sakes, that we 
might be saved from everlasting death. May the word of the Cross 
approve itself also in this place, the power of God for the salvation 
of many heathen. 


25th. At night, we succeeded in killing a large porcupine, which 
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had done considerable mischief in our gardens for some time past. 
After it was plucked, it weighed twenty pounds. Its flesh is consi- 
dered a great delicacy in this country. 

26th, Easter Sunday. We celebrated, with much blessing, the 
festival of the resurrection of our Lord. As He had vouchsafed to 
be present with us during the whole Passion-week, so He was truly 
in the midst of us on this day, according to His gracious promise, 
and granted us richly to enjoy the comfort of true believers in con- 
templation of that glorious event, by which He completed the work 
of our salvation. 

After the Easter holidays, I accepted of Brother Hallbeck’s kind 
invitation, and went, with my wife, on a visit to Gnadenthal. From 
our dear fellow-labourers, as well as from the whole Hottentot con- 
gregation, we experienced great love and kindness. During such a 
visit many of the old Hottentots come to renew that friendship, in 
which we formerly lived together in this place. Speaking with some 
of these old people of the work of God, and the warning voice of the 
Holy Spirit in the heart of man, an old venerable communicant gave 
the following account ot herself:—* While I still lived as an heathen 
in the world, and was serving a farmer, and knew nothing of God 
and His word, it happened, that the farmer took me with him on a 
journey to the sea-coast, where a ship had been wrecked. Ams ng 
the many things cast on shore by the waves, were two boxes filled 
with wax-candles. The farmer’s wife ordered me to go and steal a 
parcel of the candles, while she contrived to keep the guards in 
conversation, that they might not observe me. I went; but when I 
had taken the first candle, such fear and terror came upon me, that 
I trembled all over, let the candle fall, and broke it to pieces, and 
returned without my prey. At that time, I could not conceive what 
had made me so much terrified; but now since I have been made ac- 
quainted with the word of God, I am convinced that it was the Holy 
Spirit who warned me and preserved me from committing theft.” 

30th. We returned safe from Gnadenthal to our home at Hemel 
en Aare. 

We commend ourselves, with our poor sick congregation, to the 
kind remembrance and prayers of all our Brethren and Sisters, and 
friends. J. M. P. LEITNER 


Extracts of le tters from Brother Joun LEMMERZ. 


** GNADENTHAL, April 14, 1826 
**Dear BrotHEr—At length, after a voyage of fifteen weeks, 
we arrived, by the mercy of God, safe at the Cape on the 17th of 
February. 


** In the British Channel we had violent contrary winds, and were 
obliged, November 26th, to put into Portsmouth, as it was im possi 
ble without damage to keep the sea. On the 30th we set sail from 
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thence with a favourable wind; but on the 3d of December, being: 
advanced as far as the Lizard, we encountered so heavy a gale from 
the westward, that we could not make head against it, and were 
obliged to return and gain Falmouth harbour. On the day on which 
we again cast anchor here, three weeks had elapsed since we left 
London. O how many an anxious night have we spent in beating 
down the Channel at this unfavourable time of the year. It some- 
times appeared as if we should be buried in the sea, but we may 
likewise with truth, and to the praise of our Saviour, declare, that, 
in the midst of our trouble, His comforts delighted our souls. His 
presence was felt by us, and strengthened our weak faith. I could 
confidently believe and hope again to see my beloved Hottentot con- 
gregation. 

**Qur captain was a very worthy man, and a child of God. Often 
have we had edifying conversations with him. In every respect we 
found in him a kind friend. ‘The mate was the son of a minister, 
and of the same mind. I had frequent opportunities of conversing 
with him on religious subjects. We had likewise, as fellow-passen- 
ger, a young English gentleman, a good musician, whose father lives 
at Berlin. He always attended our Sunday’s devotions. We met 
also for a short service every morning and evening, and were blessed 
by the Lord on all these occasions with a perception of His divine 
presence. We became so much attached to each other, that, after 
we had completed our voyage, parting with such dear friends, with 
whom we had felt spiritually united, deeply affected us all; and we 
promised to remember each other in our prayers. We reached the 
Cape on the above-mentioned day., with thanksgiving to God for all 
His mercies, and for the gracious protection we had experienced, 
and with gratitude to our good captain and all on board, for their 
kindness towards us. 

** We enjoyed also much love and friendship from our dear friends 
at Capetown, till our departure for Groenekloof on the 2d of March, 
Brother Hoffman having arrived to accompany us to that place. On 
the 3d, as we were about two miles off, we met a company of Hot- 
tentots, who had come to meet us, and with songs of praise express- 
ed their thanks to God for having safely brought us across the great 
waters to our destined port. We joined them with all our hearts, 
and rejoiced again to see our beloved people, among whom we spent 
our time most happily till the 14th; and having enjoyed much bless- 
ing both in their assemblies at the church, and in friendly converse 
with our fellow-labourers, and with the members of the congregation, 
we set out for Gnadenthal, where we arrived safe on the 17th. 

On our approach to the settlement, we were met by my former 
scholars, who had come as far as Euland’s kloof, a distance of ten 
English miles, to bid us welcome. As we drew nearer, the com- 
pany of those who came to express their joy at our return continual- 
ly increased. Being arrived at the last hill, which overlooks the 
whole town, we made halt, and the whole assembly joined with 
fervour in hymns of praise and thanksgiving’to the Lord our Saviour 
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for the mercy and preservation we had experienced from Him dur- 
ing our voyages to and fro, and that He had granted us again to 
meet in peace and safety. Our hearts were filled with joy; and we 
gave full vent to tears of gratitude, for all the favours received at 
His hands, both during our voyage to Europe, with the nine children 
committed to our care, and on all our journeyings on the continent, 
and on our return to this country. In all places and under all cir- 
cumstances, His peace and presence were our support; and He pro- 
tected us from all harm in soul and body. Nor can I express what 
I felt, when we again entered that dear place, where I had the 
favour first to enter on the service of this Mission, and when again I 
saw my fellow-labourers, with whom I had lived so long in true 
brotherly love and union of spirit, all of whom I knew, except 
Brother Nauhaus We are now again at home and in our proper 
element, among our beloved Hottentots. 

‘* For the present, I shall not return to Enon, but have received 
a commission to care for the housekeeping here at Gnadenthal, 
besides which, I take my turn in the service of the congregation, 
and twice in the week hold a meeting with all the men for instruc- 
tion in the Christian doctrines, twice with the single women, and 
daily keep school with the bigger girls. 

‘* Pray for us, that the Lord may grant us grace, wisdom, and 
understanding, and cause our poor endeavours to be attended with 
His blessing. If I consider my own abilities for His service, I 
might well despair of success; for I know that I fall far short of 
what He might well expect for all His love towards me: but I look 
for pardon, grace, and strength from Him, whose strength is made 
perfect in weakness. The language of my heart is expressed in that 
old verse—‘* Nought but Jesu’s grace, His merit—And His blood- 
bought righteousness—Are the cause that I inherit—Life and peace 
and holiness.’’ 

‘*] request you, my dear Brother, to salute from us all our dear 
Brethren and friends in London and Bedford, and to apologize to 
them for not writing to each of them, to express our never ceasing 
gratitude for all the undeserved kindness we experienced from them 
during our abode in England. ‘To the members of your Society for 
the Furtherance of the Gospel, we beg to be particularly remember- 
ed, and recommend this mission to their kind notice and favour, with 
Many thanks for all they have done for us. I remain ever, &c. &c. 


JOHN LEMMERZ.”’ 


Extract of letters from Brother H. P. HaLuBeck. 


** GNADENTHAL, April 13, 1826. 
““You will, I trust, have heard already that Brother Lemmerz 
and company arrived in Table Bay, on the 11th February, after a 
long and tedious voyage. His companion, Brother Sonderman, is 
Stationed at Groenekloof, and Brother Schultz will take care of our 
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smithy and cutlery in this place. Brother Lemmerz will remain 
here, and with his wife take charge of our housekeeping, whereby I 
and my wife will find more leisure than for some years past. In 
consequence of this arrangement, I shall be able to visit Enon in the 
course of this year; and I purpose, please God, to accompany Brother 
Nauhaus in about a month. They are appointed to that station to 
assist Brother Schmitt, who has signified his willingness to remain at 
Enon. The celebration of the Passion-week and Easter-festival, 
has again been favoured with the divine blessing. The meetings 
were diligently attended, not only by our own people, but also by a 
great number of strangers. We have reason to believe that many a 
one was stirred up to consider his own ways, and to devote himself 
anew to that Saviour who suffered and died for us. May they all 
become the reward for the travail of His soul. A consid: rable num- 
ber advanced in church privileges; eight became candidates for bap- 
tism, six adults and six children were baptized; five received into 
the congregation, and sixteen were present as spectators at the Holy 
Communion, eight of whom are now under instruction for the first 
enjoyment of the Holy Sacrament. Brother and Sister Lemmerz 
arrived just in time to partake of the blessings of the Passion-week; 
and, I believe, it was to them a very agreeable recommencement of 
their labours among us. 

“The new dwelling-house, built this year, and which, though less 
expensive, is by far the best building in our premises, is now so far 
advanced, that it is inhabited by Brother Nauhaus and his family. 
It contains, besides three small store-rooms, dwellings for two mis- 
sionaries, each having two rooms. 

‘<The road along the church, and up the hill behind the cattle- 
kraal, is now, since the new road through French-hoek is finished, 
just as much frequented as the Hottentot’s Holland’s road, particular- 
ly in the dry season, when wagons are passing and repassing by day 
and night. This is, in some respects a disadvantage; but the advan- 
tage resulting from it is, in my opinion, much greater. We and the 
Hottentots may now purchase the produce of the interior much 
cheaper than formerly, and they may also dispose of their fruit and 
garden productions with more profit. You have heard of the failure 
of the last crop. Wheat and barley are in consequence very high in 
price, the former 30 rix-dollars fer muid, the latter ten. Our poor 
Hottentots, who lost almost their whole crop by the rust, have to 
struggle with great difficulties. But the Lord will graciously help 
us through these trials, as on former occasions. One proof of His 
kind providence we have already before our eyes. Never, in the 
remembrance of man, did the wild almond-bushes produce such an 
abundance of fruit as this year; and our people are now busy gather- 
ing this bountiful supply. You know that these almonds, though 
poisonous in their crude state, are, when properly prepared, a whole- 
some and nutritious food. 

‘* After long drought, by which the country was parched and the 
rivers dried up to an almost unexampled degree, we have had very 
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fine rains, in the course of this and part of the last month, by which 
the pastures are much improved, and the gardens greatly benefited. 
During these rains we experienced at Gnadenthal a remarkable pre- 
servation. Round about us, there fell such a quantity of hail, that 
the gardens of the neighbouring farmers were altogether ruined, but 
our valley escaped. If the calamity had befallen us, the loss would 
have been immense, as all the gardens were abundantly stocked 
with Indian corn, beans, pumpkins, &c. and it would have been the 
more severely felt, as our Hottentots having lost their crop of grain, 
are chiefly dependant on the produce of their gardens. It is almost 
incomprehensible how we escaped, since the hail fell, with equal 
violence, both at the places in the Groene-wald on the Zonderend, 
to the west, and at our next neighbour’s in Bosjesveld, to the east. 
Thus, it would appear, that the storm must have passed over our 
valley, but was not permitted to do us any harm, restrained by Him 
who rules the elements, and who is, at the same time, the prayer- 
hearing Father of the poor and distressed. 

**Groenekloof has had considerable increase of late, more than 
ten families, or about one hundred individuals, having come to 
reside there since New-Year, from the north and the neighbourhood 
of Saldanha-bay and the Twenty-Four Rivier. When I was at 
Groenekloof, in the month of February, I spoke with most of these 
new-comers, and they appeared to me to be very hopeful people. 
They attend the meetings at the church very diligently. Brother 
Leitner and his wife were lately here from Hemel en Aarde. Sister 
Leitner is quite well, but he is much distressed by a difficulty of 
breathing. ‘The state of his small flock is, in general, very en- 
couraging. 

‘**] have not seen Elim for some time. When I visited that place, 
in the beginning of February, it had seventy inhabitants; and four- 
teen houses, all of them walled, were either finished or building. 
The Hottentot gardens were in a most flourishing state; the third 
crop of beans, within eight months, was in a state of forwardness on 
the same piece of ground. 

‘* The last letter I received from Enon, was dated February 5th. 
At that time all the Brethren and Sisters were tolerably well, and 
some plentiful rains had refreshed the country, so much so, that the 
vivers were occasionally impassable. 

‘* We are all well in health, and, thanks to our Saviour, preserved 
in undisturbed love and harmony. All unite with me in kind love 
to yourself, and all friends, particularly the members of the Society 
for the Furtherance of the Gospel, and of the London Association in 
aid of our missions. May the Lord, whom we serve in weakness, 
abundantly bless them for their exertions.” 


‘* GNADENTHAL, May 9, 1826. 
“* I think I promised in my last to write to you once more before 
I set off to Enon, and I now sit down to fulfil this promise, though it 
must be done in haste, as I have not only to prepare for the journey, 
VoL. 4. 56 
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but, what is of more consequence, and attended with more difficul- 
ties, to make needful arrangements, that my part of the service here 
may be properly cared for during my absence. 

‘* Preparatory to my journey, I have visited Elim and Hemel en 
Aarde, whence I returned last Monday. Brother Leitner continued 
to feel a very unpleasant oppression on the chest. In Hemel en 
Aarde I was much gratified. The steady, prudent and yet zealous 
labours of Brother Leitner and his wife, are evidently blessed by 
God for the benefit of that institution. 

‘* The diary of Elim, for the first quarter of this year, will inform 
you, that preparations are making to build another dwelling-house 
for the missionaries, and to convert the present one into a temporary 
church and school; but probably no steps will be taken to build, till 
after the rainy season, when 1 hope to have returned from Enon. 

‘* Here, at Gnadenthal, we are all well, and I think have sufficient 
reason for saying, that our labour in the Lord is not without fruit. 

‘** Since the beginning of this year, we have had a monthly con- 
ference with the chapel-servants and overseers, by which a good 
understanding is cultivated between us and them, and all the mem- 
bers of the congregation, notwithstanding the satanic attempts of a 
certain neighbour to create disturbance. 

‘* A considerable number of substantial houses have been finished 
of late, particularly towards Siebenfonteyn, where there is now a 
row of eight or ten good houses, situated further off than those which 
were built at the time of your visit. 

‘* Our people are still busy gathering wild almonds, which grow 
in the greatest profusion along the river Zonderend. 

‘* When I go to Enon (our departure being fixed for the 17th inst.) 
I purpose travelling through the Karroo, leaving Langekloof alto- 
gether to the right. In this season, there is abundance of grass and 
water in the Karroo, and the new road is shorter, which none of us 
have ever yet travelled. 

‘* All around me unite in kind love to you, and our English 
Brethren and friends. I remain ever, your affectionate Brother, 

HANS PETER HALLBECK.” 


from Brother Davip LutTrRIné. 


‘*Euim, May 6, 1826. 

** Dear BrotuHER—Your kind letter of November 8th was sent to 
me by brother Lemmerz, on his arrival at Gnadenthal, for which I 
return you many thanks. 

** Brother Hallbeck has already informed you, that I am stationed 
here at Elim. Exclusive of other services in this Mission, 1 am 
charged with the care of the mill and the school. Both these em- 
ployments afford me much pleasure, for I perceive, that the Lord 
lays His blessing upon my weak endeavowrs to serve the cause. My 
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Sunday-school is attended by the children of slaves, Hottentots, and 
farmers; and I have great satisfaction in observing the eagerness to 
learn, which these poor people show. Some, who but lately did not 
know one letter from the other, are now able to read tolerably well, 
and strive to become more perfect by persevering diligence. I also 
keep school every day in the week for the children belonging to the 
settlement, in which all goes on well. It is, however, to be regret- 
ted, that as yet we have no better place for it than the hall of our 
dwelling-house, where we cannot avoid frequent interruption by peo- 
ple going in and out. Again, I want spelling-books for beginners 
with progressive lessons, for the number of scholars is continually 
increasing, and I have no more books, the few I first received from 
Gnadenthal having been all distributed. 

** What can I say of myself? but that with a deep sense of my in- 
sufficiency and weakness, I desire to look for help to the Lord, who 
approves Himself to me as a gracious friend and helper in every 
time of need. It is this that fills my heart with comfort and good 
hope and faith. 

‘*A few words more concerning ELim.—It is by no means so 
unfavourable a situation as it appeared at first. The garden grounds 
have rich soil, and there is plenty of it. Much-of the land is fit for 
corn, but we have not as yet made use of it. There is also very 
good pasture ground for horses, horned cattle, and sheep; and 
though our two cows have no other food but what they pick up on 
the common, we have all the year round a sufficient supply of milk 
and butter. At Gnadenthal, six cows do not furnish as much, 
owing to worse pasturage, and lean sheep brought from thence to 
Elim grow fat. Our neighbours are friendly and well disposed 
towards us. Externally, therefore, we have no cause for complaint. 
As to the spiritual course of our small congregation, we may with 
truth assert, that the blessing of God our Saviour attends our la- 
bours, though it cannot be denied, that Satan also endeavours to set 
his snares in the way, when souls are awakened by the Gospel, 
fearing to lose his prey. We therefore need to watch and pray, 
both for ourselves and our people, that the enemy may not prev il 
in his attempts to destroy the work of God, but that we all may 
overcome ‘‘ by the blood of the Lamb, and the word of His testi- 
mony,” 

‘‘In this view we recommend our dear Hottentot congregation, 
with ourselves, their servants for Christ’s sake, to your remem- 
brance in prayer before the throne of Grace. 

‘*We often call to mind the pleasant time we spent with our 
brethren in London, and beg to salute them all most cordially. Our 
fellow-labourers, Brother Bonatz and his wife, are well, and send 
greeting. I remain ever, your affectionate Brother, 

DAVID LUTTRING,” 
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Extract of a letter from Sister A, Scumitr. 


**Enon, March 18, 1826. 

‘*Dear BrotHeR—On the 4th of this month, we had the plea- 
sure to hear of the return of Brother Lemmerz and his wife, with 
Brother and Sister Sonderman, to the Cape; and at the same time 
we received some letters from our friends in Europe. You think it 
long since you received letters from us here, and we are truly sorry 
for the omission. Many times have I attempted to write during 
Brother Schmitt’s illness, but it was impossible; for I had no rest 
day or night. Our Hottentots had a very sickly time, the bilious 
fever ‘being more severe among them than I have ever known it. 
You may easily believe that anxiety and fatigue greatly affected my 
health and strength, which are not, to this day, what they were 
when Brother Lemmerz left Enon. I have often thanked God that 
I was enabled to creep about at all. 

** About the beginning of July, the fever and hooping cough began 
to abate. I think not one had escaped; and many strong men were 
brought so low, that they must for some time walk with a stick. It 
was a wonder, that not one adult departed this life, and only four 
children, who had the hooping-cough and fever at the same time. 
These complaints have been prevalent in other parts of the colony; 
and in Uitenhage a: d Bethelsdorf many died. Since then, our Hot- 
tentots have been healthy. Our village is now large; we count four 
hundred inhabitants. Several have built pretty cottages of brick 
and stone. There is a cross street begun, to front the wall along 
the vineyard. If you have the view sent by Brother Lemmerz, you 
can represent it to yourself. 

** My last letter to you left this place in February. I hope it will 
come safe to hand, and convince you and many of our good English 
friends, that we are not void of gratitude. What is done for our 
poor Hottentots rejoices me fully as much as what is done for my- 
self. We have, alas, again this year the destructive rust in the 
corn! Some of the Hottentots have reaped a few bushels of barley, 
and some a little wheat, but not so much as to recover the seed 
sown. We have got, I believe, about ten bushels of corn and rye 
together. About the end of January we had fruitful rains. Both 
we and the Hottentots took courage, and planted as much seed as 
we had in store, and Indian corn and French beans, which promised 
well; but this has been a summer the like of which I never knew. 
The thermometer, for five days successively, stood at 107° in the 
shade; the vegetables were as if burned with fire, and the young po- 
tatoes looked as if they had been baked in the ground. 

‘* With regard to the spiritual course of our congregation, I think 
we may say that we have more joy than grief. Most of those young 
people, who last year caused us so much concern, show marks of 
sincere repentance, and, we hope, have forsaken their evil ways. 
Many are re-admitted to their former privileges: may their examples 
warn others to avoid the snares of Satan. “Three are still absent 
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‘* My little school still prospers. I have lately increased it by the 
admission of three little girls, who at present do plain work; and, as 
it is not in my power to be much with them, I leave them to the 
care of the first Hottentot girl I taught at Enon. She is a sensible, 
steady person: her only wish is to live unto the Lord. I know not 
how to express my thanks to the good lad who have so kindly 
contributed to my feeble endeavours to instruct these poor children. 
I have, as far as entrusted to me, expended the gifts as I hope 
would be agreeable to the wish of the givers. By the last chest of 
clothing, which we received in July last year, I was not informed 
whether any part of the same was intended for my school; but each 
of the girls got an apron. , 


“* For all the kindness and generous assistance we receive at the 
hands of so many worthy friends, we beg you, in our name and that 
of our Hottentot congregation, young and old, to return our most 
humble and cordial thanks. May the Lord richly bless and reward 
them. I remain ever, &c. &c. A. SCHMITT.” 


From Brother Joun Henry ScumitrT. 


‘* Enon, May 22, 1826. 

‘* Dear BRotHER—Your kind letter by Brother Lemmerz I re- 
ceived on the Lith of March. He brought it only as far as Gna- 
denthal, but not to Enon. We should have been glad to see him 
return to his former situation with us. We hear that Brother 
Hallbeck is coming to us with Brother Nauhaus, and that we may 
expect them in a fortnight. Il am sorry to think that a letter I 
wrote in the beginning of the year seems to have been lost. My 
first attempt at writing, after my severe illness, was to write to you 
and I hoped the letter would reach you at Herrnhut. 

‘*] then mentioned the receipt of the iron pipes you sent us, that 
Brother Halter had fetched them in five wagons from Algoa-bay, 
and that my illness commenced during the laying of them. I hope 
all my other letters have arrived safe, and am only sorry, that by 
your not receiving the first, you may have thought us neglectful. 

** The illness with which I was visited was indeed very severe 
nor could I recover from its effects for a long time. The faithfulness 
with which I was nursed by my good wife was indeed great; but 
anxiety, fatigue, and watching brought on great weakness, and she 
could not attend to much of what she was accustomed to do. I 
therefore requested the directors of our Missions to find a Brother to 
take my place, and to permit me to go to rest at Gnadenthal; but 
they requested us to hold out some time longer, which we willingly 
submitted to. 

** About the latter end of April, however, my wife was seized 
with a dangerous illness, having taken a violent cold. She has not 
yet regained her usual strength: and thus we perceive. that we are 
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both so much weakened, that we shall be of little use in this place. 
We have likewise obtained leave to return to Europe; and when 
Brother Hallbeck arrives, we shall consult together respecting our 
future destination, and come to some conclusion. I can truly say, 
that there is no place on earth 1 so much wish to dwell and labour 
in as Enon; but when I feel that my strength is failing, and 1 can no 
lonver be of much use here, it is best to retire, and make room for 
those who are young, and fit for the work.” 
** May 29th. 

** Much as I rejoice that my dear wife has so far recovered, that 
she can proceed with her usual activity in her labours, I feel dis- 
tressed on account of Brother Hornig’s eyes. He has for this fort- 
night past been confined to his room, with the pain he suffers in that 
eye, into which a red-hot cinder flew, by which also the other eye 
seems affected, insomuch that he cannot bear the light. His loss in 
the service of the Mission would be most severely felt, for both he 
and his wife are active, diligent, and faithful servants of the Lord in 
this place. 

‘* The number of the inhabitants at Enon has increased to four 
hundred, yet the increase this year has not been as rapid as in some 
former years. There arrive, however every now and then new 
people, many of whom give good hopes of their doing well among 
us. But there is a continual interchange of joy and sorrow. The 
enemy will always attempt to sow his tares among the wheat; yet 
we find, that by the grace and power of God, such as do not ‘promise 
much fruit in the beginning, are often made living branches in the 
Vine. By the word and spirit of truth, many a sleeping sinner is 
roused to awake and behold himself in the right light, as a wretched 
undone creature, who can be saved only by taking refuge with Jesus 
the Saviour of sinners, who never rejects the poor, humble penitent. 
Our communicants, generally speaking, walk worthy of the Gospel. 
We rejoice to see such a number attending at the Lord’s table, and 
such an increase, in so short a time, of Hottentots, who, with full 
purpose of heart, bring their thank-offerings to the Lord, for the 
great mercy He has shown to them, in delivering them from the 
ways of sin, and the power of the devil, and bringing them to the 
glorious light of the Gospel of Christ, and to the experience of His 
salvation. . 

‘* Great poverty oppresses many members of our congregation. 
They have no opportunity to earn any thing, and often no wheat or 
barley is to be had for any money. In our own housekeeping we are 
obliged to be very frugal: and are thankful if we can get bread for 
our own family. The Hottentot children live chiefly upon milk, of 
which, thank God, there is yet a sufficiency. 

‘** The Passion-week and Easter were, both for us and our people, 
seasons of great blessing, and the history of our Lord’s sufferings and 
death was heard with deep emotion. The church could seldom 
contain the audiences assembled on these occasions. Many came to 
us, and expressed their thanks for what the Lord had done for their 
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souls, in bestowing such rich blessings upon them in these festival 
days. 

‘* On Easter Monday, ten adults were baptized. O that they may 
all be truly devoted to Him, and abide in the faith! On the Sunday 
next after Easter, thirty who have been baptized, with two received 
into the congregation, and thirteen admitted to the Lord’s supper 
since Easter 1825. attended the meeting for thanksgiving usually 
held on that day. 

‘*] had great pleasure on receiving a letter from Brother Stuer- 
man, in Labrador, who gives me a circumstantial account of that 
Mission, in which I had the favour to be employed eighteen years 
ago. I rejoice at the work of God in-our settlements, and hope that 
it will meet with no interruption. 

‘* If the letter I fear to have been lost ever reaches you, you will 
learn how useful the iron pipes have been to us here. We now lose 
no water, and are well supplied. 

‘* We are very thankful for the assistance given us towards the 
building of our church. And commending this Mission and our- 
selves to the prayers of all our congregations and friends, and with 
cordial salutations to the Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel, 
I remain ever, &c. &c. JOHN HENRY SCHMITT.” 


From Brother A. CLEMENS. 


‘* GRoENEKLOOF, May 16, 1826. 

** Dear BrotHER—A long time has elapsed, since I wrote to you 
from hence, which I hope you will forgive. Meanwhile, we have 
received Several letters from you and other friends, by which we 
are always encouraged and refreshed, and thank you and all our 
dear Brethren and friends in Europe for the heartfelt interest they 
take in the welfare of this Mission, and of every branch of our family. 

** We never need say, that in the service of our Saviour we labour 
in vain, and spend our strength for nought; for the work is the 
Lord’s, and He will assuredly gather in the reward for the travail of 
His soul, and know how to preserve, purify, and increase the flocks 
He has collected from among heathen nations, notwithstanding all 
those obstructions which the enemy lays in the way, and by which 
sonietimes the servants of God might be disheartened. As to in- 
crease, we have of late had a large share here at Groenekloof. At 
the close of the year 1824, the number of our inhabitants was 406: 
at the close of 1825, it was 450: and up to this date, 57 new people, 
young and old, have arrived, and obtained leave to live on our land. 
They come chiefly from the country between Saldanha-bay and Clan 
William, Among these are many who give hopes, that their aim is 
truly the salvation of their souls; but we must proceed with great 
caution, for not a few have probably other motives. The harvest 
has failed; the farmers themselves have very little bread; and a 
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muid of corn costs 28 rix-dollars. The farmers do not want the 
Hottentots, and cannot employ them; and therefore many flock 
hither, merely on ac@ount of extreme poverty. We have, indeed, 
helped them to a little corn for seed; but the earth is rendered so 
hard and dry by excessive drought, that they cannot sow it. For 
some days, Fahrenheit’s thermometer stood at eighty degrees. Much 
cattle have died for want of food and drink; and if we did not place 
our confidence in the help of God, our prospects for futurity would 
be very disheartening, But as He is pleased to help in spiritual 
things, He will not fail to do it in temporal. He defends our poor 
weak flock against the attacks of that roaring lion, who goeth about 
seeking whom he may devour, and even makes the present distress 
subservient to the welfare of many a soul, who is thereby stirred up 
to reflection and repentance, and to take refuge to his Saviour, from 
whom alone all help cometh. 

‘* Brother Schultz has left us, and is gone to serve the Mission at 
Gnadenthal; but I expect that we shall be effectually helped by 
Brother Sonderman and his wife, who stay with us. 

‘* As it rained only twice during the winter, our new plantations 
have not thriven. 

‘* Pray for us, that we may always fix the eyes of our faith upon 
Jesus our crucified Redeemer, proclaim the word of His cross with 
boldness, and from the experience of its divine power in our own 
hearts, have the joy to see many poor sinners brought to the know- 
ledge of their Saviour, and become true and living members of His 
church on earth. We commend ourselves to the remembrance and 
prayers of all our Brethren and friends in all places. Iam, &c. &c. 

A. M. AUG. CLEMENS.” 


= 
WEST INDIES. 
ANTIGUA. 
Extract of a letter from Brother Joun GopFREY SHILL 


‘*Sr. Joun’s, May 28, 1826. 

** Your last letter I received by Brother Zippel, who with his 
wife arrived here on the 29th of March, after a safe and pleasant 
passage, for which we joined them in fervent thanks to God. I 
hope you will excuse my long silence, in consideration of the very 
busy time we have had of late. Of every two months, six weeks 
ave employed in speaking with all the individuals of the different 
divisions of our congregation; and sometimes six hundred and more 
attend in one week. The remainder of our time is employed in 
visiting the sick, performing funerals, services in the church, and 
attention to our family concerns; little time therefore remains for the 
most necessary correspondence, and writing the usual diaries. I 
will, however, with pleasure, give you some account of our present 
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** Brother Muntzer arrived here on the 14th of April, and is now 
stationed at Gracebay with Brother Olufsen, till he is sufficiently 
acquainted with the English language, when he is to go to assist 
Brother Newby at Cedar-hall. 1 am persuaded, that it will please 
the Lord to make him a useful servant in His house. 

** April 25th. Brother Wright and his family arrived from St. 
Kitt’s, and having spent two days here, proceeded to Newfield, the 
place of their destinition, from whence Brother Taylor and his 
family came to us on the 9th, and departed in the mail-boat for Bar- 
badoes. We joined in prayer to our Lord for a rich blessing on the 
labours of Brother Taylor in that island. On the 18th we hada 
short visit from the widow Sister Lichtenthaler, from Barbadoes. 
She went from hence to St. Kitt’s to proceed with her mother, the 
widow Sister Sautter, to North America. Thus the West Indian 
mission is also deprived of the services of two useful Sisters, by the 
lamented decease of their husbands. 

** May 22d. I received a short letter from Brother Pfeiffer, on 
his voyage to Jamaica, as the ship was becalmed off Antigua, and the 
captain sent a boat on shore. Thus far they had been favoured, and 
had a very pleasant voyage. ‘hey desired me to salute all their 
friends in England very cordially. 

** May 14th. His Excellency, our new governor, Sir Patrick Ross, 
landed in this island. On the 20th, by appointment, we waited upon 
him, and delivered a congratulatory address. He received us with 
great kindness and condescension, and in a written answer assured 
us of his good-will and protection. He also inquired how many ne- 
groes belonged to our church. 

*“*As to our own situation and labours, we have great cause 
thankfully to acknowledge the mercy of our Lord and Saviour, who 
has helped us thus far, and given His blessing to our weak en- 
deavours to serve His cause. He has also preserved among us 
that peace and brotherly love which makes all labour light. Every 
one is willing, according to his ability, to do whatever he can to 
promote the welfare of the Mission. We have likewise, by God’s 
mercy, enjoyed a tolerable share of health, which we gratefully 
acknowledge as the greatest of temporal blessings. We have indeed 
obtained assistance by the arrival of the new comers; but it will re- 
quire some time and study, before they are sufficiently acquainted 
with the language. to be able to enter upon their labour. I preach- 
ed, for the first time, in English, at Gracebay, and the Sunday after 
here at St. John’s. Many of the negroes came afterwards to express 
their satisfaction, and said, that they thanked our Saviour for having 
supported me, adding that they could understand me very well, and 
I should only take courage. I find it rather difficult, as yet, to speak 
as | wish, but trust to the help of the Lord, which I also experience. 
O that His love might always warm my heart, and be a living prin- 
ciple within me; then my stammering and imperfect preaching of the 
word of His atonement will not be heard in vain, but produce genuine 
fruit in the hearts of the hearers. 

Vou. 11. 57 





450 MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS FROM THE WEST INDIES. 


‘* Under present circumstances, I call to mind what the late 
Brother, David Crantz, says in his History of Greenland, when he 
fonnd the journals of the missionaries so bare of matter: ‘* Our old 
missionaries thought more of working, than of describing their work.” 
With us, however, this deficiency is more owing to want of time; for 
I well know, that it is our duty, and always attended with blessing, 
when we magnify the grace of our Saviour, in reporting its power 
and effects. How often, in the first years during my abode among 
the Calmucs, did I find my faith strengthened, when I considered 
the experience made by our first Brethren in Greenland. They 
saw at first no fruit, but never wavered in their faith and hope. I 
thought, ‘‘ How wonderful are Thy ways, O Lord! These thy ser- 
vants were led, near ninety years ago, to prepare the means of en- 
couragement, even for me, who desire nothing more than, like them, 
to become a faithful instrument in. Thy hand.” 

** Our schools here in town proceed without interruption. They 
are kept two or three times in the week, both children and adults 
being admitted. As to those who attend, we cannot mention any 
stated numbers, so much depends upon their time and other circum- 
stances. Those who keep the schools receive sometimes a small 
remuneration for their services, by way of encouragement. In all 
our settlements in the country, Sunday schools are introduced; and 
on several estates in the neighbourhood of the town, schools are kept 
in the free hours by the assistants and others. In general, we la- 
bour in our usual course of activity. When I think of my former 
situation in the dark regions of Russia, how thankful do I feel, that 
I now live in a country, where the gospel has free course, and its 
light may shine forth without interruption. But I believe, that 
Sarepta has not been permitted to be placed in vain in the wild 
steppes of the Calmucs and Tartars, though we may not live to see 
the fruits; for with the Lord a thousand years is but as one day. 

** January 15th. We held our first prayer-day in this year. It 
was a day of blessing to us all: twelve adults were baptized, and 
twenty-three, baptized as children, received into the congregation, 
six re-admitted, and thirty-three added to the candidates for bap- 
tism. On the second prayer-day, March 10th, fourteen were bap- 
tized, twenty-five received, ten re-admitted, and twenty-five added to 
the candidates. The Passion-week and Easter holidays were cele- 
brated with great blessing, and proved a season of much encourage- 
ment and thankfulness. We had indeed a good deal of labour and 
fatigue, previous to the great communion, as it is called by the 
negroes; and besides the frequent meetings at church, spoke in- 
dividually with twelve hundred persons. Nineteen partook, for the 
first time, of the Lord’s supper. On our last prayer-day, May 7th, 
fifteen were baptized, twenty two received, six re-admitted, and 
twenty-seven added to the candidates. 

‘** Since Brother Richter’s decease, and from various other consi- 
derations, we could not proceed in planning the building of a new 
church. Sister Richter is well, and contigues faithfully to serve the 
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mission among her own sex, and in managing our housekeeping. 
She, with our whole missionary family, beg to be kindly remember- 
ed to you and all our dear Brethren and friends. Think of us, and 
pray for us, and be cordially saluted by your affectionate Brother, 
JOHN GODFREY SHILL.” 


BARBADOES. 
Extract of a letter from Brother Joun Taytor. 


**Mount Cuance, May 29, 1826. 

** Your kind letter of February 9th came to hand, April 18th, by 
Brother Muntzer’s arrival in St. John’s, Antigua; and I now sit down 
in our new dwelling in Barbadoes to answer it, and to give you an 
account of our journey from our beloved Newfield to this place. It 
is always a great pleasure and edification to me, to receive a letter 
from you, and to be assured of your love and your prayers in our 
behalf; and now, especially, we stand in need of counsel and en- 
couragement in this truly new field in Barbadoes. 

‘* We left Newfield on the 7th inst. for St. John’s, having been 
informed by Brother Robbins, that the mail-boat would sail direct 
for Barbadoes on the following day. On Sunday, we were present 
at all the services in the chapel. The mail-boat not sailing till 
Tuesday at 11 A. M. the Brethren, Newby and Procop, and their 
wives, came to town; and in a solemn meeting with them and the 
missionaries in St. John’s, we took leave of each other. I cannot 
describe our feelings at parting with our dear fellow-labourers, 
especially our dear Brother and Sister Newby, with whom we have 
spent eight years, four of them in the same house, at Gracehill. 

** About 4 P. M. we sailed, and the next morning, at daylight, 
found ourselves not far from Gracebay, and could have wished that 
we had spent the night with Brother Olufsen. The wind blew from 
the S. E. right against us, with squalls and showers. We sailed to 
the north of Guadaloupe. The captain attempted in the evening to 
pass between it and Deseada, but the sea ran too high. Inthe night 
he steered to the north of the latter island. We then passed in 
sight of Marigalante, Dominica, and Martinique. To our great joy 
we saw Barbadoes at 8 A. M. on the 15th, and landed at Bridge- 
town at 11 in the forenoon, truly thankful to our gracious heavenly 
Father for conducting us and our children in safety. 

‘* After landing our baggage, and taking leave of the captain, who 
did all in his power to make us comfortable, we met with a kind 
reception at the house of B. K. Reece, Esq. to whom we had been 
recommended by Brother Brunner. He is an elderly gentleman and 
a tried friend to the Brethren. 

** While on board, I had written to Brother Brunner, in conse- 
quence of which he sent a conveyance for us to Sharon, where we met 
with a hearty welcome. Brother Seitz had arrived ten days before 
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from London: and by him I had the pleasure to receive a letter from 
Brother Stobwasser. The next day, a letter having been sent to 
the President of his Majesty’s Council, the Hon. J. B. Skeite, com- 
mander in chief, to request an audience, Brother Seitz and I waited 
onhim. Being indisposed, we did not see him: he, however, read 
the letter, and sent us a friendly message. The day following, we 
left Sharon, accompanied by Brother Brunner to this place, the dis- 
tance being about eight miles. After spending some time in the 
missionary house, Mr. and Mrs. Haynes sent for us to Bell Mount, 
half a mile to the westward of Mount Chance. These, our worthy 
riends, received us with the most cordial welcome; and as our bed- 
ding, &c. was not yet come from Bridgetown, we gladly accepted 
their invitation te stay over night. 

“*On Sunday the 21st, I had the favour to preach in our neat lit- 
tle church, to about one hundred negroes and children, from John iii. 
16. Mr. and Mrs. Haynes were present; and I afterwards delivered 
a short exhortation. At 5 P. M. the negro children came again to 
church, Mrs. Haynes has taught them for a considerable time her- 
self; ten read tolerably well in the Testament, and all learn texts 
and hymns; she now employs a young white woman to teach them 
every day Please to send out, with our supplies, some small hymn- 
books for the use of the children. They have a school-room at 
Haynes-field, half a mile from hence, where they are daily taught, 
and where they wish me to attend three times aweek, to inspect 
them, for perhaps an hour each day. 

** Yesterday, at the morning-service, we had several strangers 
from the neighbouring estates; and I felt much freedom in directing 
them to the Saviour of sinners, from Luke v. 31,32. This is a 
delightful situation for a missionary station. I count above forty 
sugar-mills from our house. The parish church is two miles and a 
half off, and the Rev. Mr. Pindar’s chapel the same distance; he is 
a Missionary of the Society for the Conversion, &c. of the Negro 
Slaves. May the Lord open the hearts of the poor negroes to re- 
ceive the word of His atonement, that in this place also He may see 
of the travail of His soul. 

** You wish me to give you an account of the state of this mission, 
but, having been here only for a few days, I cannot know much of it, 
but hope in my next to be able to say more on that subject. I be- 
lieve there are about three hundred negroes, who attend regularly 
at Sharon. ° 

** Here, at Mount Chance, are as yet no members in church com- 
munion, all are new comers. Poor Brother Lichtenthaler was not 
able to do any thing; no doubt he sowed in prayers and tears! We 
hear much from Mrs. Haynes of his happy departure. Mr. and 
Mrs. Haynes were very kind to him and his young widow. He 
caught a cold in St. Kitts, which ended in spitting of blood, and a 
rapid consumption. All our fellow-labourers in Antigua were well 
when we left that island; our worthy Brother, Shill, had preached 


* 
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several times. We recommend ourselves and this new station to the 
prayers of our Brethren and friends in all places. I am ever, your’s, 
&e. JOHN TAYLOR.” 


‘* Brother Samuel Brunner writes, on May 30th, that the congre- 
gation at Sharon is rather increasing: and the Lord lays His blessing 
on the preaching of the gospel. 

‘* He adds: we are anxiously looking for rain, having had none, 
with the exception of a few showers, since February last. The soil 
is entirely dried up, plants of all kinds are withering away; and for 
these several weeks past, we have been obliged to fetch all our 
drinking-water from the neighb« uring estates, where there are weils. 
Not many have escaped the influenza, which lately prevailed in this 
island. It has, however, now subsided, and proved fatal to buta 
few.” 


JAMAICA. 
Extract of a letter from Brother Joun Extis. 


** FAIRFIELD, May 5, 1826. 

**Dear BrotHer—I only just now returned from Black river, 
having gone thither to see Brother Becker and his family, and our 
little son Charles, (to part from whom is very painful to us,) safe on 
board the Volusia, in which they are about to sail for England. I 
have waited two days on board, in hopes of having the satisfaction 
to witness her sailing; but as my duties would not admit of a longer 
delay, I returned home, leaving the vessel still at anchor, with an 
assurance, however, from the captain, that she would sail this 
morning. 

‘“We regret much that both Brother Becker’s and his wife’s 
health would not longer permit them to continue their services 
Brother Timzus will reside at New Eden for the present. 

‘* Since I wrote to you, under date of February 11th, I have paid a 
visit in his company to Mesopotamia, but the chapel being under 
repair, we could not preach in it. The attorney, however, who was 
very kind and attentive to us, made it convenient for those negroes, 
who wished to have an interview and a confidential conversation 
with me, to come to me; and it was pleasing to see a considerable 
number attend. They all expressed a wish that we might be able 
to visit them more frequently; and many said, with much emotion, 
that if they had again the favour to hear the word of God preached 
to them, they would prize it more than every thing in this world 
besides. 

“* With regard to the expense of building at Lennox, I know of ne 
other means of defraying it than from the fund which our kind friends 
in England have raised for the West India Mission, and specially 
for Lennox. Mr. Scott has defrayed the expense of the building 
already put up, and the rest we must undertake. This will, I fear, 
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amount to twelve or fourteen hundred pounds sterling, if we even use 
every means in our power to do it in the most economical manner. 

** This being the week previous to our Prayer-day, we are very 
agreeably employed in speaking with such as are appointed to attain 
to new privileges: sixteen are approved of for Holy Baptism, and 
twenty-five are to become candidates for it. Those of them who are 
busily employed throughout the day, come to us straight out of the 
field in the evening, without going home to take supper or any re- 
freshment before they come. 

‘* We have made a beginning with a Sunday-school, but have not 
yet had time to calculate upon our success. If you could procure 
for us a few copies of the four large lessons, for scholars of the 
lowest class, for pasting on boards, and about one hundred copies of 
Part I. of the Union Spelling Book, they would be very acceptable. 
I brought a few of the latter from Antigua; these have served so far, 
and the large letters we have printed with a pen. We were glad to 
see the children take a cordial share in the celebration of the Passion 
season and Easter, which were blessed to our own hearts. 

** June 6, 1826. 

**It will no doubt be satisfactory to you to be informed, that 
Brother Pfeiffer and his wife arrived safe and well at Fairfield, on 
the 25th ult. Their voyage was pleasant, having had no boisterous 
weather, except a squall and heavy sea in sailing from Kingston to 
Black river. As far as we can judge from the fortnight spent with 
us, it appears as if the climate would agree with their constitutions, 
as they have so far enjoyed good health. Brother and Sister Timzus 
have also had the same blessing hitherto, for which we sincerely 
join them in thanksgiving. They reside, at present, at New Eden. 

** In my last I mentioned that we had commenced speaking with 
the persons appointed for advancing in the privileges of the church, 
previous to our Prayer-day. On the Sunday morning following, at 
an early hour, such of them as were not able to attend in the week, 
came to us, and I may add, that while we entered into an explana- 
tion with them regarding the nature of Holy Baptism, and of the 
covenant they were about to enter into, by becoming members of our 
congregation, we were glad to perceive an interest excited in their 
minds, with evident tokens that the Holy Spirit had been preparing 
their hearts to enter into a covenant with the Lord. Their words, 
looks, and behaviour seemed to declare with Ruth of old, ‘* Thy 
preofile shall be my peopfile, and thy God my God.” With this im- 
pression on our minds, we joyfully opened the solemnities of the day 
by praying the church litany with the doxolegy. This service was 
numerously attended, as well as the other meetings: sixteen persons 
were united to the church; three re-admitted; and two baptized. 
All of these, as well as most of the candidates who were added on 
that day (twenty-four in number) came, after the service was over, 
to our dwelling house, to express their grateful feelings for what the 
Lord had done for them. 

‘* Sunday the 20th of May was also kept as a Prayer-day at New 
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Eden, where I had likewise the favour to officiate, and to witness 
similar expressions of gratitude. 

** ] lately received a letter from Brother Light, in which he men- 
tions, that he had, during the preceding week, had an attack of 
fever, but had so far recovered as to be able to take his turn at Hope- 
ton, of which visit he adds a pleasing account. I am ever, &c. 


JOHN ELLIS.” 


from Brother James Licurt. 
** Irwin, 4pril 11, 1826. 

“*Your welcome letter of November 24, 1825, did not come to 
hand till March 3d this year, yet, though long on the road, I was 
delighted again to be assured of your continued love and remem- 
brance. 

“* My friend Mr. Burchell, the Baptist missionary, a few months 
ago, was very ill, and though now in a convalescent state, yet it is 
deemed prudent that he and his family leave this enervating country, 
and either go to South or North America; but he has resolved to 
visit old England, with his good friend captain Pengelly, and to re- 
turn again to Jamaica next year, if the Lord permit, so that perhaps 
you may see him. I highly respect him. 

**T rejoice, dear Brother, to be able to say, that the work is going 
forward; and I can believe, that the Lord will own this Mission in 
time to come, as hitherto. Our numbers are on the increase, and 
tokens for good appear in some of the negroes, of whom formerly we 
almost despaired, they being at enmity with God and hating one 
another; but who now are the most regular in their attendance, and 
delight in the ways ofthe Lord. From Easter 1825 to Easte? 1 9g6, 
twenty-four adults have been baptized; twenty-three received into 
the congregation; and nineteen admitted to the Lord’s Supper. 

“* Crop time is always a very busy season in this parish, and the 
Passion week and Easter generally fall in the middle of the harvest. 
Yet on Easter Sunday our house was crowded with attentive hearers, 
who listened with pleasure to the Gospel. Last Sunday we had at 
least double the number we expected, and our evening meetings are 
decently attended. I have not yet had the pleasure of seeing Brother 
Timzus. We heard last week that they were doing well, and, with 
Brother Ellis, had spent a very pleasant Sunday at Hopeton. I re- 
main, ever, &c. JAMES LIGHT.” 


ST. KITTS. 
Extract of a letter from Brother Joun JouansEn. 


** BASSETERRE, April 15, 1826. 
“*T am much obliged to you for your kind letter of January 21st; 


though it was but short, it gave me great pleasure to receive some- 
thing from your hand. 
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**T am now much engaged with a variety of work in caring for se 
large a congregation. Brother Staude finds it difficult to iearn the 
language, so that it will be some time before he is able to assist me; 
but, if the Lord grants me health and strength, and the gracious 
assistance of His Holy Spirit, then I do not mind the work. Pray 
for me, dear Brother; I stand in need of your prayers. I often feel 
myself quite unfit for the service; but in looking up to the Lord, I 
am again assured that His strength is and must remain my only 
confidence. ‘Through His grace I am what I am, though a poor and 
needy creature. 

**Qur Saviour continues to bless the labours of His servants in 
this part of His vineyard. Numbers are still coming, who wish to 
join us, and among them, several coloured people in the town. 

** When we last spoke with the new people, candidates and chil- 
dren, we counted 1064 here at Basseterre of this class. Many new 
people come, not knowing why they come; but this gives us an op- 
portunity of speaking a word, which may convince them of their for- 
lorn state by nature without God in the world. At the same time, 
I can say, that there are many, who are truly desirous to be con- 
verted. 

** We had a blessed prayer-day last Sunday, on which nine adults 
were baptized; one received into the congregation, seven re-admitted; 
and thirty-two added to the candidates for Holy Baptism. The first 
Sunday after Easter we had a tolerably large company present at the 
church, who united in praising the Lord for having called them to 
new privileges in fhe congregation during the year past. 

‘* From Easter 1825, to Easter 1826, 157 have been baptized or 
received into the congregation, and 105 admitted to the Holy Com- 
muni@@ at Basseterre. At Bethesda, 119 have been baptized and 
re@eived, and 80 confirmed:—Total, 461; a great number indeed, if 
they all prove faithful to the Lord. May He in mercy grant it. 

‘* The Periodical Accounts, Missionary Register, Reports of the 
Bible Society, &c. &c. &c. received by the Brethren Schick and 
Staude, gave us great pleasure. Accept our best thanks for sending 
them. Iam, &c. JOHN JOHANSEN.” 


SURINAM. 
Extract of a letter from Brother C. W. Gentu. 


** PARAMARIBO, June 8, 1826. 

**DeaR BROTHER—We had the pleasure, some time ago, to re- 
ceive a letter from your son Peter, by way of Demerara, with a 
parcel of Periodical Accounts of our missions, and other works, 
which were all very acceptable, and deserve our best thanks. 

‘*From the weekly notices from the Elders’ Conference of the 
Unity, we learn, with much participation, that it had pleased the 
Lord to call home to eternal rest many worthy Brethren in the 
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British and Danish West India Islands, who were faithfully serving 
our negro congregations with the Gospel, and whose loss to the mis- 
sions we sincerely deplore. Here in Surinam we have likewise had 
to mourn over the departure into eternity of three valuable Sisters: 
Sister Buck in September, 1824, Sister Graf in January, and Sister 
Voigt in February, 1825. The first had been five, the second 
twelve, and the third two years in this country. If we did not 
know that it is the Lord who does all things well, and that all things 
shall work together for good to them that love Him, such events 
would indeed cast us down, and fill our minds with grief and per- 
plexity. 

‘* Brother Buck, our fellow-labourer, has left us for Holland, and 
will reside at Zeyst for the present, hoping to regain his health. 

** By the mercy of God we enjoy peace and rest in this colony. 
The richness of the soil produces an abundance of fruits and vegeta- 
bles of every kind, and our gracious heavenly Father causes His sun 
to shine, and His rain to descend upon us all, in due season. We 
are also well supplied with necessaries, by the frequent arrival of 
Dutch and North American vessels, and feel no external want. 

‘** Our missionary family consists of six adults and three children. 
That we have only two Sisters here is a great loss to the negro con- 
gregation, which consists of twice as many females as males. The 


Sisters, therefore, are overburdened, and cannot attend to their care 
as they wish. 


** As to the mission, which we have the favour to serve, we may 
with truth declare, that the blessing of God continues to rest upon 


it. His strength is made perfect in our weakness. The Gospel of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, that word of reconciliation com- 
mitted to us, and which we are called to make known to the poor 
negroes in this place, enters with power and demonstration of the 
Spirit into many hearts, and creates in them a fervent desire to learn 
to know Jesus as the Saviour of sinners, and to find with Him that 
rest unto the soul, which the world cannot afford. Many negroes, 
when they at first come to request to be admitted to the meeting for 
instruction, express their desire to the following effect: ‘* We find, 
that all the world, and all that is in the world, is vain and passes 
away. It cannot help us to gain happiness and peace; we wish to 
seek and find mercy and rest with Jesus. The Gospel is to us a 
sweet word. We love to hear of our Saviour, and we will give our- 
selves to Him with soul and body.” Thus our congregation in- 
creases from time to time, and consists at present of more than 
twelve hundred persons. On Whit-Monday we had a solemn trans- 
action, when four children and eighteen adults from among the 
Heathen were baptized. 

“But though we may thus magnify the grace and glory of our 
Lord and Saviour, and rejoice in that work of God which displays 
His love and mercy, in such a glorious manner, in the conversion of 
SO Many souls; yet we are sometimes humbled and grieved to see 


such among them, to whom it may be said, ‘‘ Ye did run well, who 
Vou, 1. 58 
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did hinder you, that ye should not obey the truth?” who fall off, and 
again enter into the service of sin and Satan, through the seducing 
infiuence of the world. O that the good Shepherd may continue 
to bear us His poor unworthy flock with patience, and save the souls 
whom He has redeemed at so great a price, even the price of His 
most precious blood, and called from darkness to light, that they 
may not again become the slaves of sin! 

‘* The mission-church is now much too small for the congregation, 
especially on solemn occasions and festival seasons. It has frequent- 
ly been enlarged, but is low and mean in appearance, and will not 
well bear any additional lengthening. We therefore wish much to 
be able to build a new church, suited to the size of our congregation, 
and better constructed; but how this needful and important work is 
to be accomplished is what I cannot at present conceive. The 
means are W anting. 

**In 1815, your Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel was so 
kind as to print for us 500 copies of the ‘‘ Summary of the Christian 
Doctrine,” in the negro English language. These have been long 
ago distributed. We have now translated this useful little book, 
with the additions made to it in Germany in 1822. We requested 
the Brethren’s Society at Zeyst for the Propagation of the Gospel, 
to print it for us, but as they have already favoured us with the 
printing of several little tracts, we are not sure that they will be 
able to undertake it. Should that be the case, may we apply to you? 
The new translation is in many respects improved, and whereas in 
the former the mode of spelling was made conformable to the Ger- 
man pronunciation, we have, in this edition, adapted it more to the 
Dutch. 

** But we likewise more particularly wish that we might have the 
New Testament printed in the negro English language; and we are 
diligently employed in finishing the translation of the whole. We 
possess the Harmony of the four Evangelists in print, and the rest of 
the New Testament in manuscript. 

‘* The opportunities afforded us to preach the gospel on many 
plantations in this colony, are becoming more numerous. We attend 
regularly on seven estates, and gladly instruct the negroes in the 
way of salvation, by simply preaching to them Jesus and Him cru- 
cified, with whom they may find deliverance from the love and 
dominion of sin. On three of the estates, Fairfield, Molhoop, and 
Breukelwaard, chapels are built. Thus we are fully employed, both 
in town and country. May our Lord and Saviour strengthen us, and 
send more labourers into the harvest, who have a sincere desire to 
serve Him and His cause, being constrained by love to Him and the 
souls for whom He shed His blood. 

** As to our external concerns, we likewise experience that the 
blessing of God attends them. All the Brethren and Sisters here 
beg to be remembered in love; and, with cordial salutations to all 
our Brethren and friends every where, we commend ourselves to your 
prayers. I remain ever, dear Brother, your affectionate Brother. 

C. WILLIAM GENTH.” 
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MEMOIRS 
OF BROTHER MICHAEL JUNG, 


Missionary among the North American Indians, who defiarted this 
life at Litiz, December 13, 1826. 


(Compiled by a friend from his oral communications, in April 1825.) 


I was born January 1, 1743, at Engoldsheim, in the province of 
Alsace, and baptized on the 5th of the same month. My parents 
were members of the Reformed Church, and, according to my 
father’s report, my mother, while pregnant with me, was under 
deep concern for her soul’s salvation, and I have ever believed that 
she craved a particular blessing for me at that time. She departed 
this life when I was but nine weeks old. Her brother then took me 
under his care and provided for my education, until I was six years 
of age. The religious instruction I received consisted chiefly in re- 
peated assurances, that pious people would go to heaven, while the 
wicked would be committed to hell. Feeling a great desire to go to 
heaven as speedily as possible, I one evening took some poison, 
which my father had left exposed on a shelf, ate it, and then prayed 
in the simplicity of my heart, that God would this night be pleased 
to take me into His heaven. To this day I have every reason to 
bless God, that by means next to a miracle he prevented the poison 
from taking any effect whatsoever upon my system. 

At six years of age, I returned into my father’s house, he having 
in the mean time married my stepmother, who treated me with 
much maternal kindness. At first I did not relish the change at all, 
but told my father to the face, that Ae was not my father, my father 
being in heaven. ‘‘ Very well,” he replied, “if Ae is your father, 
then let him give you bread!” Two winters only in succession, from 
Christmas till Easter, I was favoured with instruction at school; but 
was esteemed so docile and pious a child, that when my parents 
embraced the resolution of emigrating to America, the parish clergy- 
man very much regretted my departure, because, in his opinion, I 
ought to have become a divine. In 1751 we went to New Eng- 
land, where having settled at Broadbay in Maine, in an uncultivated 
country, we had to encounter great poverty and hardships of every 
description. Some years after I moved from Broadbay into another 
part of the country, living altogether among English people, where 
I staid till I was eighteen years of age; and here it was, where the 
good Shepherd succeeded in finding and rescuing me from perdition. 
I became acquainted indeed with a variety of iniquitous practices; but 
what I once ascertained to be sinful, I carefully strove to avoid. 
Notwithstanding I was guilty of many transgressions, of which I 
stand ashamed to this very day. Living under the same roof with 
several other families, I one day took an egg, which our neighbour’s 
hen had laid, and brought it to my employer, a woodman, although 
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I knew I ought to have taken it to the neighbours. He desired me 
to do so again when occasions recurred. Soon after I was going to 
repeat the act, but‘before I came to him my heart smote me, as did 
David’s of old, when in the cave he cut off the skirt of Saul’s robe. 
My master afterwards repeatedly urged the same request, but I then 
told him, it was a sin to steal, and refused compliance. About this 
time I felt convinced that I must be converted, if I hoped to die 
happy. I followed what was good with all my might, and also 
believed in Christ as far as I understood it. I was not exactly 
ashamed of him, yet 1 felt ashamed when any one found me praying. 
Wishing to come to Him as a good pious Christian, while engaged 
in the pursuit of happiness and rest, and not finding what 1 expected, 
in spite of all my spiritual exertions, I at last concluded, the fault 
lay with Him and not with me 

My father, who had resided for some time at Boston, now return- 
ed to Broadbay and wished me to move thither also. At first I 
refused, but being unable to withstand his tears, I finally went and 
assisted him in his business. 

Some time after I left my father and friends, and moved to the 
Brethren living in those parts, who received me with open arms, 
while the words of the Lord dwelt constantly upon my mind: ‘‘ Let 
the dead bury their dead; but do thou go and preach the gospel.” 
Here I became intimately acquainted with our late Brother Selle, 
labourer of the Brethren’s little flock. His conversation and exam- 
ple at that time proved a great blessing and advantage to me, and 
subsequently had a decided influence upon my whole conduct. I had 
already enjoyed many blessings among the Brethren, and frequently 
had had kind visitations from my Lord; yet still a dark depression 
hung like a cloud over my soul, which I laboured very hard to be 
divested of. Yet the more I strove to liberate myself, the unhap- 
pier I felt, till at last 1 seemed to myself like the sick woman in the 
gospel, (Luke viii. 43.) who had spent all her substance in vain upon 
the physicians. Now I beheld and traced in the light of the Holy 
Spirit every imaginable wickedness in my heart, and I was ready to 
exclaim with Isaiah: ‘‘ Wo is me! for I am a man of unclean lips!”’ 
I felt myself inexpressibly weary and heavy laden, and was on the 
point of giving up all hope of salvation, when all of a sudden that 
passage of scripture, Isaiah vi. 6, was most powerfully impressed 
upon my mind, where it is said, that a seraph flew with a live coal 
and touched the prophet’s lips,—and instantaneously I found grace 
and peace inthe sight of the Lord. I have remained in possession 
of this divine peace, then obtained, up to this day, and I cherish the 
hope, that my kind Saviour will preserve it to me, till I go home to 
Him. Having strove for eight long years with all my might to be- 
come pious, and finding notwithstanding at last, that from my soul 
too the image of God had been entirely effaced, and that only the 
grace of God could restore it, since the above gracious hour those 
two parables of my dear Saviour, treating of the treasure in the field, 
and of the goodly pearl, have ever been particularly dear to me, be 
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cause by my own experience I had been convinced of the divine 
truth they express. Since that period the indispensability of a Re- 
deemer has become more and more obvious to me, and may He give 
me grace to fulfil my engagement, entered into with Him at that 
time, to know as long as life shall last, nothing but His merits and 
His grace, that when death shall terminate my stay on earth, He 
may still be and remain my All in All! 

In the spring of 1766 I resolved to travel to Bethlehem with 
Brother Selle. This journey however had to be postponed for some 
time, owing to an accident, in which | experienced a remarkable 
preservation, though it produced a lameness in one of my legs for 
life. We had piled great heaps of cordwood, destined for exporta- 
tion, on the beach, over which the snow had drifted in great quantity, 
which melting in the day time, was at night converted into a crust of 
ice. I began to draw forth the wood at the end where it lay clear 
of snow, until the superincumbent mass of the latter was excavated 
like aroom. I then struck with the axe upon the wood buried 
under the snow, when presently the whole mass fell in, and complete- 
ly covered me. I immediately perceived that my knee had struck 
upon something I conceived to be a sharp pointed stick. But on my 
liberation (which could only be effected by my friends, who had 
missed me, hastening to the spot, and not withput great danger of 
my life, while they were digging in the snow for me,) I discovered 
that I had fallen upon my axe, by reason of which wound I sustained 
so great a loss of blood, that I had to be carried home on horseback. 
Through the divine assistance, after the lapse of three months, I 
was again so far restored, that I could walk on two crutches, and 
the next year think of undertaking the journey to Bethlehem. I 
was not a little concerned at first, how I should there obtain a living; 
but, addressing myself in fervent prayer to my kind Lord for coun- 
sel and comfort, He drew so near to my soul, on the road returning 
from our meeting-house, that I thought I might have embraced Him 
bodily, and I became as fully assured of my call to the Brethren’s 
Church, as I was convinced of the existence of stars in the firma* 
ment. We were just waiting for a favourable cpportunity, when 
Brother John Ettwein arrived in order to see how Brother Selle did. 
Some days after we three started by way of Boston for Philadelphia, 
where we safely arrived, June 18, 1767. 

After an agreeable stay there of several days, I walked on foot, 
though still weak in my limbs, with Brother Selle to Bethlehem, 
where we arrived on the 24th. Here I stayed three days at the 
tavern, until I was examined by the appointed committee concerning 
my views, they expressing their apprehension that I should find it a 
difficult matter to maintain myself. 1 replied: ‘* I did not make any 
calculations to that effect beforehand; the Saviour has called me to 
the pale of the Brethren’s Church, and He will therefore also make 
due provision for my subsistence.” At first I was placed in the 
single Brethren’s house, but soon after was appointed as an assistant 
in the wash-house, situate on the river Lehigh, and subsequently 
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superintended the concern as master for nine years. December 26, 
1767, I was received as a member of the church, and December 31, 
1768, became a communicant member, in fellowship with my 
Brethren. 

During the revolutionary war a baggage camp being located near 
the wash-house, I had to encounter many hardships from the soldiers, 
On one occasion several of them attempted to force the door of the 
house while I slept alone there. While they were storming it, I 
lay quiet and prayed with all my might for the succour and protec- 
tion of the Lord. They then ran to fetch something to burst open 
the door, meanwhile I determined to defend myself in the best possi- 
ble manner, that passage of Scripture, Ex. xxii. 2, occurring to me: 
‘** If a thief be found breaking up, and be smitten that he die, there 
shall no blood be shed for him.” On the return of the marauders, 
I inquired, what they wanted? In reply they ordered me instantly to 
open the door. I bid them immediately to be gone, or they must 
abide the consequences; and to my utter astonishment they did so in 
a great hurry. 

Ever since I had found grace in the sight of the Lord, my chief 
aim was to live to Him and serve His cause Reading the Scrip- 
tures at home or hearing missionary accounts read at church, con- 
tinued to awaken and confirm the desire of dedicating myself wholly 
to His service. Whenever I completely gave way to this conviction, 
a heavenly sensation pervaded my mind. But when I regarded my- 
self and inquired: ‘* Who art thou, that thou shouldest venture upon 
such an undertaking?” I felt so much ashamed of my project, that I 
concluded to throw it aside altogether. This brought me several 
times into such a dilemma, that I was wholly at a loss what to do, and 
could not recover my peace of mind, until I suffered the resolution to 
ripen into maturity. I ardently longed to preach the gospel to our 
little forsaken flock in New England, and finally obtained the con- 
sent of the board of directors for this purpose, but a variety of cir- 
cumstances afterwards defeated the execution of this plan. 

" My services in my line of business being no lo: ger needed, I was 
appointed to superintend the kitchen in the Brethren’s house, 
which office I didnot much relish. About two years after I was 
called upon, to my great joy, to serve the mission among the Indians. 
I travelled with Brother Shebosh, who had accompanied Brother 
Grube from the Indian country to Bethlehem, and reached Gnaden- 
huetten on the Muskingum, November 5, 1780, where I first lived 
with Brother Edwards, and had to teach school and conduct the 
diary of the congregation. The following year it was agreed, that I 
should move to Salem, and live with Brother and Sister Heckewelder, 
where I staid till we were carried away captive with the Indian con- 
gregation. The Brethren Loskiel and Heckewelder having given a 
detailed account of this affair and its consequences in their histories 
of the Brethren’s mission among the Indians, I shall content myself 
with merely relating those particulars which concerned myself more 
immediately. Without knowing that our Brethren and Sisters at 
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Gnadenhuetten, whither Brother Heckewelder had also repaired, 
had been put under arrest, one evening, being just about to sit down 
to our supper, eighteen of the band of ruffians, who had already mo- 
lested the three Indian congregations more than a fortnight, headed 
by one Kuhn, a white man, came to our front door, which I had 
hastily bolted, because Sister Sarah Heckewelder was just then in 
the house with her infant daughter Maria, then but a few months 
old. They charged me to open the door. On inquiring what they 
wanted, they repeated the order: ‘‘ open the door!” I still refused 
to comply, because I expected the moment I did so they would 
despatch all of us. They now forced the door with their hatchets, 
rushed into the house and plundered or destroyed every thing they 
could not take along. Kuhn had no sooner entered, than I threw 
myself into his arms, preferring to become the prisoner of a white 
man, than of an Indian. At that instant a fellow struck across 
Kuhn’s shoulder at my head, which he would infallibly have cleaved 
asunder, if Kuhn had not averted the stroke by a sudden elevation 
of his arm. My greatest concern now was how to screen Sister 
Heckewelder and her infant against maltreatment, and I was fortunate 
enough to prevail upon the captain to suffer her to take back as 
much of the stolen goods, as the necessities of the child demanded. 
Afterwards also an Indian was prevailed upon to restore me my coat, 
on representing to him, that I had nothing else to put on. We now 
got ready for our march. I was still deeply concerned for the future 
fate of Sister Heckewelder and her daughter, until I finally under- 
stood, that they had been given into the custody of our Indians, at 
their request, who promised to deliver them on the following morn- 
ing to Gnadenhuetten. Notwithstanding a thunderstorm was rising, 
and although it had already become very dark, the warriors com- 
pelled me to accompany them, causing me to ride in advance On 
the road Kuhn remarked, that we had acted a very foolish part in 
opposing their views; that we ourselves were the authors of our mis- 
fortune in not attending to their proposal to take us to a more secure 
and fertile country, and indeed, if even now I had in prompt obe- 
dience to their orders opened the door immediately, I would not 
have been made a prisoner. I replied: ‘‘ Our Brethren live in the 
American provinces; if we had immediately consented to go with 
you of the British party, they would have had to suffer for it; the 
Americans would have said: there you can see at once who they are; 
as soon as they find an opportunity, they go over to the British; and 
therefore I will rather suffer myself, than bring my Brethren into 
jeopardy.” On drawing near to Gnadenhuetten towards midnight, 
they sang the death song over me, in order to apprize their com- 
panions of the approach of a prisoner.* Here I found my fellow- 


* Of his arrival at Gnadenhuetten Brother Heckewelder gives the follow- 
ing account in his Narrative of the Missions of the United Brethren among 
the Indians. Brother Michael Jung, on finding us also prisoners, addressed 
us thus: ** Good evening, Brethren! our earthly career appears to be near 
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labourers crowded together as prisoners under a roof of bark, where, 
however, I was refused permission to dry my clothes by the fire, 
having been completely drenched by the rain; but had to lie down 
quietly, and whenever I made the slightest motion to raise myself, 
one of the ruffians would push me down. Neither was any food 
offered to me until the ensuing forenoon, when some Indian sisters 
brought me a piece of bread made of Indian meal. We spent 
several days in this condition; however, the next morning, a certain 
space was appointed for me around the hut, in which I was allowed 
to walk. 

After having sustained the loss of nearly all our goods and effects, 
we set out out upon our well-known troublesome journey to Sandusky, 
which place our enemies had described to us as a terrestrial paradise, 
in order to make us the more willing to accompany them. It became 
my duty to watch the provisions and supermtend the kitchen con- 
cerns. Inthe last stage of the journey some of our guides became 
impatient, because they wanted to return home, and therefore drove 
us on before them, by whipping our horses, so that Sister Zeisberger 
was twice thrown from her horse, and I who was walking on foot 
and lame at the same time, received a severe stroke from one fellow, 
while he was vociferating: ‘‘ Pushon! push on ” In Sandusky, 
where we arrived October 11, 1781, we found a mere desert and 
nothing to eat, and winter being at hand, we were reduced to the ne- 
cessity, in order to preserve the life of man and beast during the 
winter, to send occasionally some of our Indian brethren and sisters 
to the forsaken towns, to fetch the corn we had left standing in the 
fields for our support. This was again done in March 1782, on 
which occasion the cruel massacre of ninety-six of our people by a 
party of incensed whites took place; which tragical event threw us 
missionaries, as well as the remainder of the Indian congregation, 
into deep mourning and inexpressible grief, greatly heightened by 
our receiving the account of this sad event just one day prior to our 
separation from our flock, by our departure for Detroit, whither all 
the missionaries had been ordered by the governor. As early as 
November, 1781, the Brethren, Zeisberger, Heckewelder, Senseman 
and Edwards, had been compelled to go thither by the orders of his 
excellency, on which occasion the innocence of the Brethren had 
been judicially investigated and clearly proved; whereupon they had 
been permitted to return to their flock. In the meantime Brother 
Jungman and myself had remained with the Indian congregation. 
During this period we once went to fetch provisions in Lower San- 
dusky, when the following circumstance occurred. The first day 
the weather had been fair, but during the night snow fell to the 
depth of eighteen inches, so that the bushes were bent to the ground 
by its load. Brother Jungman riding on before, and I walking on 


its end, and we on the borders of eternity! Well, if they put us to death, 
we die in a good cause.” Then turning to me, he added: “ your wife and 
child are safe with our people.” (Comrizer.) * 
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foot, I became thoroughly drenched by brushing along the bushes. 
Coming to a creek, the colts that followed us would not suffer them- 
selves to be driven across by me. Brother Jungman being already 
far in advanced, I saw no other means of following him, but by wad- 
ing through the water. But on gaining the opposite shore and fear- 
ing, that if the colts were devoured by the wolves, I would have to 
answer for the loss to those who had lent us the horses, I went back 
once more, and made a second fruitless attempt; at last I forded the 
creek a third time, and finally procured a nights’ lodging three miles 
further on, at the house of a trader; but many people being collected 
there, I did not even get a chance to dry my clothes that were frozen 
stiff and hard. Through mercy, however, these circumstances were 
not attended with any bad consequences for me, except that my lame 
leg proved a greater obstruction to me in walking than usual. On 
the following day the trader sent his servant with me to the creek, 
by whose assistance I at last succeeded in driving the colts, who had 
staid in the same place where we had left them, into and across the 
creek. 

March 15th, 1782, we (the missionaries) had to leave the In- 
dian congregation, as above stated, by order of the British govern- 
ment, and set out upon our journey to Detroit. Travelling 130 
miles to Lower Sandusky on foot, with my baggage at my back, 
through bogs and morasses, both Brother Edwards, who was like- 
wise lame, and myself became excessively worn out. At the last 
mentioned place we staid till April 11th, and then prosecuted our 
journey in two boats, which the governor had sent on He gave us 
a very cordial reception, and cared in the best possible manner for 
our temporary support. We remained here till July 20th, during 
which time nineteen of our people rejoined us, with whom we com- 
menced building a second Gnadenhuetten, twenty-two miles from 
Detroit. Here while building houses and clearing land, having 
miserable fare and very hard labour, we had a severe time of it. 

In September, 1783, it was resolved, that I should return to 
Bethlehem with Brother Weygandt, who had come on from thence 
in company with Brother Shebosh, to procure an authentic account 
of all that had happened to us for the Board of Directors. During 
the winter I remained at Bethlehem, and in the ensuing summer I 
was sent to Nazareth to officiate as cook in the Brethren’s house; 
which avocation however I did not approve of, because I was con- 
tinually longing to be with the Indians. In spring, 1787, I was 
ordained a Deacon of the Brethren’s church, by Bishop John de 
Watteville, and in obedience to the call received returned to the 
Indian congregation, who were then on their journey to Pettquotting 
or New Salem, where I served the mission four years, till, troubles 
breaking out afresh in the country, we were compelled to move to 
that spot in Upper Canada, where Malden was subsequently built. 
Here we staid one year. The Brethren Zeisberger, Senseman, Ed- 
wards and. myself then commenced building a new town on the river 


es which we called Fairfield. In October, 1798, the Brethren 
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Zeisberger and Mortimer having removed with a part of the Indian 
congregation to Goshen on the Muskingum, and Brother Senseman 
having departed this life in 1800, the duty of caring for both tem- 
poral and spiritual concerns of the congregation devolved chiefly 
upon me, till in May, 1801, when Brother and Sister Schnall arrived 
to serve the mission. 

The white settlers, who had moved from Malden to the Thames 
river, making urgent application to us about the year 1793, that we 
would take them under our spiritual care, I was appointed to serve 
them, which I did for six years together; during which time I bap- 
tized one adult person and many children. The discharge of my 
duties at this station was attended with many difficulties and troubles. 
The unfrequented road of six miles led through a wilderness of 
bushes, bogs, and fallen trees, added to which, innumerable swarms 
of musquitoes tormented me, that many a Sunday I returned exces- 
sively weary and exhausted. At first there was some appearance 
that a little flock would be gathered, the people from four townships 
coming in crowds to the meeting, and some even proposing the 
erection of a meeting-house. But on submitting the matter to my 
consideration, the leading character among them being absent on a 
journey, I felt loath to sanction the measure without his consent, and 
other difficulties arising besides, the project was finally dropped. 
This advantage however was gained in consequence, that we had 
preaching alternately in two different places, the one of which lay a 
mile and a half nearer to us than the former one. Repairing one 
day to the latter place, the famous Indian sorcerer Onim (who after- 
wards by the grace of God became our brother Leonhard,) lay twice 
in wait for me, both going and returning, in order to take away my 
life, because I had repeatedly told him the truth. In process of 
time the Methodists coming into these parts and the people taking a 
fancy to their ways, the number of my hearers was greatly diminish- 
ed. Subsequently the fever raged violently among them, and their 
minds were prejudiced against the Brethren by means of an ancient 
libel defaming their character, which had been introduced among 
them, so that they took it into their heads, that whosoever joined 
the Brethren was required to surrender and sacrifice all his property. 
All these circumstances finally induced us to abandon the station. 
Several years after, when these people renewed their solicitations, 
we fain would have resumed the charge; but at that time I was so 
much crippled in all my limbs in consequence of the hardships I had 
endured, that I could no longer enter upon the duties of such a 
station. 

Having a second time participated in the weal and wo of the In- 
dian congregation for twenty-six years, and beginning to fail very 
fast, the well-known invasion by the troops of the United States 
took place in September, 1813. Considering us as enemies residing 
on British ground, they plundered us of nearly every thing, set fire 
to the town of Fairfield, and would have treated our persons still 
worse, if Commodore Oliver H. Perry of Newport, Rhode Island, 
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who knew and esteemed the Brethren’s church, had not, upon 
Brother Schnall’s appeal to him, kindly succoured us to the best of 
his power. The first day after the arrival of the troops it appeared 
as though they would treat us with lenity; but on the second day one 
party after the other entered my house, in which I lived alone, weak 
as I then was, and took away one article after the other. When I 
protested against their proceedings, they plainly insinuated, that if I 
did not soon retreat, they would set fire to the building over my 
head. After many entreaties they suffered me to keep my bedding, 
packed into a chaff-bag, in order to screen myself against the cold 
weather. We had now no other alternative left, but to leave the 
place with all possible despatch. Through the providential good- 
ness of our Saviour, we succeeded in hiring our friend Dolson’s team, 
which had just been recovered, and which it was agreed should take 
us to Detroit. On leaving Fairfield, which proved a very severe 
trial for us, Brother Schnall remarked: “ If our eyes had been open- 
ed this day, we should have been astonished at the activity of the 
angels in screening us against all danger;” to which I replied: ‘*‘ We 
have suffered the loss of every thing we possessed, but we cannot 
say, that we have cheerfully submitted to it.” Being detained by a 
variety of circumstances, evening had set in before we could com- 
mence our journey, which lasted six weeks, until we arrived at Litiz, 
and proved exceeding troublesome to me, as | became still more re- 
duced by a violent attack of Diarrhea. Five days before our arrival 
there I suffered a dangerous contusion on one of my legs, in conse- 
quence of a fall. The journey was equally troublesome,to my dear 
Brother and Sister Schnall, whose love and exemplary attention to 
me I shall never forget. December 11, 1813, we arrived at Litiz, 
full of gratitude to the Lord for His gracious protection during this 
tedious journey; whereupon I moved into the sick-room of the 
Brethren’s house, where I enjoyed a most desirable degree of kind 
attention and rest. 
[Thus far his own account. ] 

Upon his arrival at Litiz it certainly did not enter our late Brother’s 
mind, that his earthly pilgrimage would yet be protracted a number 
of years; because the hardships he had endured, and the various in- 
firmities he was subject to, naturally led him to hope, he would soon 
be permitted to enter into the joy of his Lord. But it pleased the 
Saviour in His inscrutable wisdom, to suffer his old decrepit servant 
to groan thirteen years longer in this tabernacle for the trial of his 
faith. 

On being asked, whether he would not give some further account 
of his stay among us, he said: “ That being sufficiently known to you, 
I do not deem it necessary to add any further particulars, save that 
during the whole of my stay here I poor sinner have enjoyed the 
presence and the peace of my good Saviour undeservedly, for which 
I never can be grateful enough. My only remaining concern is, that 
He would preserve and help me to the end, that I may not finally 
reflect shame and disgrace upon His holy name.” 
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It may with truth be said, that the Lord granted this petition, and 
favoured him till his latest breath with the uninterrupted enjoyment 
of His divine peace. At all times, while yet he had the power of 
utterance, did his heart and lips testify to all that came to see him, 
of the bliss possessed by every poor sinner who cleaves to Christ by 
a living faith. His heart lived in communion with Jesus, and to be 
at home with Him for ever, was the grand end of his hopes, for 
which he was constantly longing. Oft would the time seem too long 
for him, and whenever any illness affected him, which was some- 
times the case, his soul and countenance would immediately brighten 
up at the idea of the possibility of its proving the occasion of his dis- 
solution. He cheerfully and diligently frequented the meetings of 
the Lord’s people as far as his decrepitude and infirmities would 
allow, and in his chamber his heart ever found new refreshment on 
the pastures of the divine Word. 

November 29th, he felt indisposed, and complained of gravel 
pains; but contrary to his wonted custom declared himself imme- 
diately willing to have medical aid administered, although he was so 
sure that the Saviour would on this occasion take him into his eter- 
nal rest, that he desired all his implements of business to be cleared 
away, as he would not be able to use them further. Under the 
blessing of God, however, the physician succeeded in breaking the 
violence of the painful disorder, and he began to recover so visibly, 
that we, and even himself, thought he would once more be restored: 
when on Monday, December 11th, his legs began to swell, and such 
a general debility befell him, that he could no longer stir about 
without assistance. In the night of the 12th, he was lamed in his 
whole frame in consequence of an apoplectic fit, and became perfect- 
ly helpless, his speech too growing more and more indistinct, so that 
now it clearly appeared that the Lord was hastening his departure. 
At half past 11 o’clock, A. M. of the 13th, the long wished for, and 
happy moment arrived, when the Saviour permitted this aged Simeon 
to depart in peace. He closed his long and wearisome pilgrimage 
at the age of 83 years, 11 months and 8 days. 


SELECTIONS 


From the Records of the United Brethren’s Church. 
No. VII. 
First Regulations of the Congregation in Herrnhut. 


TxE brotherly agreement entered into by the inhabitants oi 
Herrnhut, May the 12th, 1727, required the actual introduction of 
conformable regulations among them. . 

Greatly desirous as Count Zinzendorf was, to prevent an actual 
separation from the established Lutheran church, he and his as 
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sistants conceived it necessary and practicable to coneede to the 
earnest wishes of the Moravian exiles, such an introduction of the 
discipline and customs of their ancient church into the regulations, 
they were about to form, as would be compatible with an essential 
union. Guided by an epitome of the constitution and discipline of 
the ancient church, from the pen of Comenius, the last bishop 
thereof, which had been met with in the library at Zittau, what- 
ever appeared to be suitable to the present circumstances and rela- 
tions of the congregation, was adopted and incorporated into their 
plan of future edification and social government. It was necessary 
in the first place, to provide faithful men, gifted with wisdom and 
energy to superintend the whole. The congregation therefore met, 
and selected from amongst the Brethren in best repute, a number 
of persons, out of whom a certain number were designated by lot, as 
the future E/ders, according to the custom of the ancient Brethren. 
The Elders were charged to watch over the whole congregation, 
and more especially over its internal state, and to take upon them- 
selves the special care of souls. They were to endeavour to obtain 
a thorough knowledge of the internal situation and necessities of 
each individual member, and faithfully to advise every one concern- 
ing the welfare of his soul. Accordingly they were required to bear 
every thing regarding the members, devoutly in mind, and to re- 
member each without ceasing in prayer before God. Erudition, 
distinguished powers of eloquence, and similar advantages were not 
considered essential in selecting these persons, but a conviction of 
their sincere love to the Saviour, and to the souls committed to their 
care, experience in the ways of God, and a proper appreciation of 
the thoughts of peace, which the Lord might manifest as to the 
future destiny of the congregation, together with a godly and un- 
blemished life, were considered necessary qualifications. The first 
four Elders were common mechanics. Conducting themselves as 
true disciples and servants of Jesus, they were sure to enjoy much 
confidence, love and esteem in the congregation, and could expect to 
meet with universal and willing obedience. 

Count Zinzendorf and Baron Watteville were unanimously chosen 
Wardens of the congregation. This office made it their duty at all 
times to appear and act as the representatives and advocates of the 
congregation before the public, and to maintain good order and dis- 
cipline, by causing the regulations entered into, to be carried into 
effect. To these Brethren, in conjunction with the appointed Elders, 
was committed the entire management of the internal and external 
concerns of the community. In consequence whereof they often met 
in conference and consulted daily with each other on these subjects, 
and on stated days with the other assistants, appointed for the pur- 
pose. Some of these assistants were denominated Helpers. Their 
office required them to afford their aid in all labours concerning the 
congregation in general, more especially those resting upon the 
Elders and Wardens; and to execute with willingness and discretion, 
whatever was given them to perform 
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Some were styled Overseers, and were required, punctually to 
attend to every thing that was going on, and to note, without regard 
of persons, whatever they observed, at variance with ‘‘ the mind 
that was in Christ,’’ (Phil. ii. 5.) and contrary to the existing rules 
of the association. They were however not permitted to chide the 
offender forthwith, much less to publish his offence; but were re- 
quired confidentially to make a true statement of the circumstances 
to one of the appointed Hxhorters. To this office such persons were 
chosen, who possessed the talent of reproving in an affectionate and 
compassionate manner. They were charged always to keep in view, 
what our Saviour necessarily requires of those, who profess them- 
selves His children, but with a sympathizing heart at the same time 
to remember the weakness and frailty of their fellow-members, 
which would cause their exhortations to make salutary impressions, 
and bring conviction to the minds of the erring, without giving 
offence; so that they would be brought by love penitently to acknow- 
ledge their error and to promise amendment. 

‘Those charged with the care of the sick, were to visit them daily, 
to provide for their nursing and medical attendance, and to sit up 
with them when necessary. In particular, they were to endeavour 
by friendly conversation to make themselves acquainted with their 
spiritual state; and when they discovered any thing that required 
rectification, to give information thereof to the Elders. In short it 
was their duty to care, that none should be destitute of comfort, ad- 
vice, and help, both temporal and spiritual. 

The Almoners were charged to inquire into the necessities of the 
poor, to advise them, provide labour for them, and when necessary 
grant them assistance from the poor-fund, of which an exact account 
was kept. To this fund every inhabitant voluntarily contributed 
according to his ability, and it was the duty of the Almoners, to 
keep the whole congregation in a spirit of willing co-operation and 
charitable participation in the necessities of their fellow-members. 

Chapel-servants were appointed to attend to the external service 
in conferences, meetings of the congregation, love-feasts, &c. and to 
presery e order upon such occasions. 

To prevent improprieties, the greater part of these functionaries 
were separately appointed for each sex, from among their own mem- 
bers. For public instruction, however, Brethren were exclusively 
selected. The pastoral duties, properly speaking, were performed 
by the established Pastor in Berthelsdorf. The daily meetings, in 
the private hall at Herrnhut, were, however, occasionally entrusted 
to such Brethren, who, though they had not regularly studied, pos- 
sessed the requisite scriptural knowledge of the ‘‘ truth which is 
after Godliness,” (Tit. i. 1.) and a talent to deliver a clear, plain, 
and edifying discourse, together with spiritual unction, and that ge- 
neral estimation, through which they were selected from the congre- 
gation for the purpose. On Sundays and festivals the congregation, 
after morning service in Herrnhut, attended public worship in the 
Parish-church at Berthelsdorf. The serifion was afterwards repeat 
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ed in Herrnhut, for the benefit of the aged and infirm; and because 
usually many strangers attended this meeting, it obtained the name 
of the Public Meeting, expressive of this latter circumstance. In the 
evening a Brother delivered a discourse, having a particular bearing 
upon the congregation at Herrnhut and its circumstances, thence 
designated as the Congregational-meeting. 

Subsequently, when the whole congregation had been divided into 
choirs, according to difference of age, sex, and station, each division 
or choir met on Sundays, to hear a homily, or exhortation, designed 
to instruct them how to walk worthy of the gospel, under the pecu- 
liar circumstances of each. Thus this day was sanctified and spent 
in continued exhortations before the Lord. 

On the other days of the week, morning service was performed at 
5 o’clock, by reading a text of scripture, and recommending it in a 
few words to the contemplation of the Brethren and Sisters through- 
out the day. Occasionally a prayer would be offered up, and some- 
times more than one Brother would follow and utter his supplications 
before the throne of grace. his meeting was always begun and 
concluded by singing some verses. At half past 8 o’clock, the aged 
and infirm assembled in a similar meeting. In the evening a meet- 
ing took place, in which some appropriate subject was treated of, in 
spiritual songs from different hymns. In case interesting accounts 
or edifying letters from other places had come to hand, such were 
communicated to the congregation in this meeting. When in process 
of time these accounts became abundant, a certain day was fixed for 
the communication of them, which day was called monthly Prayer- 
day. 

The Spirit of grace which had been poured out upon the congre- 
gation, August 13, 1727, soon after manifested itself also as a Spirit 
of prayer. Reports having been spread of dangerous designs against 
the congregation, a number of Brethren and Sisters felt disposed to 
unite themselves more particularly in prayer, to implore our Saviour, 
without ceasing, for counsel, protection, and assistance; with this 
view they divided the twenty-hours of the day among themselves in 
such a manner, that every hour by day and by night, one or more 
persons should be found interceding before the Lord. In a weekly 
meeting of this praying society, those matters were announced, 
which might be the prominent subjects of their intercession and re- 
membrance before God; nor did they forget to make due mention of 
those instances, where the Lord had, in a particular manner, heard 
their prayers, and to encourage one another to thanks and praise. 

Considering baptism of infants a holy and important act, the mem 
bers of the congregation attended in devout silence, whenever the 
Pastor administered this sacred rite, abstaining from the impreprie- 
ties, which had become prevalent on such occasions. They admit- 
ted only approved Brethren and Sisters as sponsors, and would not 
permit the extravagancies and unnecessary expenses, which were 
customary; but they urged on the sponsors the duty, to do their best 
to see the child brought up in the fear and admonition of the Lord. 
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In general the education and instruction of the children, as well oi 
those who lived in the institution established for the purpose, as those, 
who dwelt with their parents, was considered a subject of the highest 
moment, and an important duty of the Elders. 

The Holy Communion was highly reverenced in the congregation. 
The Brethren adhered to the words of the institution by our Lord, with 
a believing and simple heart. Concerning the manner in which our 
Saviour is present in this Sacrament, and how He communicates His 
Body and His Blood, they refused to enter into disputes or explana- 
tions. But they endeavoured the more earnestly and carefully to 
effect, that every one might enjoy that high privilege worthily and for 
the benefit of his soul. A few days before the Communion the com- 
municants were therefore always enjoined to enter into a serious self- 
examination before the face of the Lord. The Elders and Helpers 
then conversed with each individual person, concerning the state of 
their soul and their conduct. If they found any one unqualified, 
they advised him for this time not to participate. In general, they 
strove by unremitting, serious, and thorough attention to each in- 
dividual soul, to render manifest whatever was unsound, or mere 
outward profession. Those who were to be admitted to the Com- 
munion for the first time, became particular subjects of probation, 
prior to their confirmation. By such means they desired to be 
assured, that every communicant might justly regard all fellow- 
participants as true members of Jesus Christ, and thus, according to 
the Lord’s testament, a true union of all be effected. Under such 
impressions of brotherly union in Christ, they were wont to salute 
each other with the kiss of peace after the communion. At first 
they celebrated the Holy Communion every three months only; but 
so powerfully were they impressed with a sense of the grace, which 
pervaded them on such occasions, that they soon desired to enjoy it 
more frequently. On that account since the year 1731, the Lord’s 
Supper was celebrated every four weeks. 

Nothing contributed more to promote the thorough acquaintance 
with one another, to which they aspired, than a subdivision of all 
the members into small societies, in which those of the same age 
f similar dispositions and attainments were associated 
together, in order to unite them in closer bonds of affection among 
one another. In these social meetings they endeavoured to promote 
their inward growth in grace and their knowledge of Christ Jesus, by 
conversing familiarly concerning their spiritual state, and communi- 
cating to one another their experience; each candidly representing 
himself as he had been taught to know himself by the enlightening 
spirit of grace. An opportunity was thus afforded to exhort, reprove, 
consfort, and encourage one another, and to unite in prayer. In this 
manner the children also became early accustomed to a habit of open- 
heartedness. The Brethren and Sisters who are appointed /eaders in 


ind sex and 


these familiar conversations, usually met together on Sundays, com- 
municating to each other the observations they had made in their 
several classes. In this way they obtained & clear insight into the 
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various modes, which the wisdom of God makes use of to obtain His 
object with each soul, and thus become better qualified to lead and 
advise others, how to became more perfect in the one thing neediul, 
communion with Christ Jesus. Another blessed means to connect the 
members more intimately, consisted in the daily family visits, to which 
the most approved Brethren and Sisters were appointed in rotation. 
These went from house to house saluting the inhabitants, making 
known to them the Scripture text, which was appointed for special 
meditation on each day, and on which a discourse would be delivered 
in the evening. ‘his Scripture text was called the daily word. After 
the year 1751, these daily words were annually printed and distri- 
buted before t e commencement of the year. 

The corpses of the deceased were, for some time, interred in the 
church yard at Berthelsdorf. Afterwards finding the distance too 
inconvenient, and the space too confined, they thought proper to lay 
out a separate grave yard, in the year 1730, at the foot of the hill 
called the “ Hutberg.” At the funerals all needless expenses were 
avoided; relations did not affect any particular mourning dress, and 
every one assisted gratuitously on these occasions. ‘The congrega- 
tion accompanied the corpse to its place of rep:se in silent devotion, 
meditating on the blessed hope of future resurrection in the bright- 
ness of the glorified body of Jesus Christ. 

Every thing relating to the external or internal concerns of the 
congregation was discussed and resolved on in the various conferences 
of those, to whom the charge of their affairs had been committed, 
and who, from being called, actively to exert themselves in this 
vineyard of the Lord, were emphatically denominated Labourers. 
In certain cases a select number from the whole society met in com- 
mon council to decide upon questions of importance to all; and when- 
ever they considered the reasons for and against a proposition inde- 
cisive, they made use of the dot to fix their determination. 

During the night a regular watch was kept in the place, and all 
the Brethren between the age of eighteen and sixty years, took their 
turn in this duty. Every one, unless prevented by sickness, attend- 
ed in person, esteeming it a favour, to be ‘enabled to edify the con- 
gregation through the night; it being the custom, when calling the 
hour, to sing some hymn or spiritual song. No one, of whatever 
condition in life, refused to perform this service. 

Such were the regulations established and maintained in the 
first years at Herrnhut. In process of time they were altered and 
amended, as circumstances required; for it was regarded as a funda- 
mental principle, according to the example of the ancient Brethren, 
that nothing intended to aid in the edification of the congrega- 
tion, should be considered unalterable, but should at all times be 
adapted to times and circumstances. The documents preserved, 
relating to that period, evidently prove, that not a little spiritual life 
and activity was apparent amongst them, and they zealously endea- 
voured to render the grace and talents, observable in any member, 
subservient to the general well-being, and every one considered it 
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both a favour and a duty to serve the Saviour and the congregation 
with perfect disinterestedness. 

Considering how much time must have beennecessarily consumed 
by these daily meetings, the numerous conferences, family visits, and 
visits of the sick, in private hours of prayer, class-meetings and the 
like, it is matter of astonishment, how they could find time sufficient 
to attend to their temporal occupations and family concerns, espe- 
cially, as even those among them, who were charged with the most 
important offices, were required to maintain themselves, without any 
salary. It can only be accounted for by their perfect forgetfulness 
of selfish considerations and the cheerful contentment of their hearts 
under great privations. An humble fare, a place of dwelling, how- 
ever confined, the most indispensable articles of clothing and furni- 
ture, were all they required. In short, cheerful resignation, united 
with indefatigable industry—to which the children were early ac- 
customed,—and a full reliance on God’s blessing, together with the 
charitable assistance they afforded one another, were the causes, 
that none complained of want. Persons who desired to lead an easy 
life, and to enjoy worldly pleasure, or, who wished to amass riches, 
and did not feel disposed to follow the Saviour in poverty and lowli- 
ness, would necessarily soon have become sensible, that their living 
in such a society could not be compatible with such objects. 


——Ea_a 


DIARY OF NEW FAIRFIELD, UPPER CANADA, 
From May to September, 1825. 


Ow the 5th of May, and during the following days our Indian 
brethren and sisters returned from their journey to Malden, and with 
them came also our aged assistant Stephen. We were much grieved 
on learning that he and many others in the company had yielded to 
the temptation of joining in the drunken frolics usual on such occa- 
sions. We lamented his fall the more sincerely, since it became ne- 
cessary to deprive him, for the time, of his office as an assistant, on 
account of the offence he had given, notwithstanding the sorrow he 
now manifested on account of his transgressions. He however sub- 
mitted with great humility, and requested leave publicly to ask for- 
giveness of the whole congregation, which was granted to him some 
time after. We had indulged the hope, when our Indians left here, 
that they might this time escape the usual temptations, because they 
did not set out in a body for Malden, but in small parties, some ear- 
lier and others later. But our hopes were frustrated by the head 
winds which they had to encounter on lake St. Clair, which detain- 
ed those who had departed earlier, so that they all met together and 
thus fell into excesses, in which even some of the communicant 
members took a part. The usual consequence of such lamentable 
occurrences is, that some, who in spite of conscience, have yielded 
to the temptation, become discouraged and shy, gradually with- 





tion 


med 
,and 
| the 
cient 
‘spe- 
most 
t any 
Iness 
earts 
how- 
furni- 
nited 
ly ac- 
h the 
4USeS, 
) easy 
iches, 
lowli- 
living 


Indian 
id with 
rrieved 
ided to 
h occa- 
me ne- 
‘ant, on 
rrow he 
rer sub- 
ask for- 
m some 
ft here, 
use they 
me ear- 
he head 
. detain- 
ther and 
municant 

entable 

yielded 

y with- 


DIARY OF NEW FAIRFIELD, U.C. 475 


drawing themselves from our meetings, while others continue in 
their sinful course without shame or compunction. All we can do 
on such mournful occasions is, to recommend them to the mercy of 
God and to direct.every sorrowful and disconsolate penitent among 
them to Him, who alone is able to deliver us from the dominion of 
sin and satan. 

12th. Being Ascension-day, Brother Haman read the history of the 
day and offered up a fervent prayer. Brother Luckenbach next preach- 
ed an appropriate sermon, at the conclusion of which, our aged 
Brother Stephen, on leave being given, arose, and with a faultering 
voice and deep compunction made a public confession of his late 
transgression, stating the shame and regret he felt, on account of the 
offence he had given. Many tears were shed by our people on this 
occasion. 

Speaking with the communicants on the days succeeding the 18th, 
we found to our great grief that a considerable number of them had 
been implicated in the late affair at Malden, on which account some 
were advised, not to approach the table of the Lord this time, and 
others were excluded altogether from its participation. 

20th. We celebrated the holy communion with about twenty mem- 
bers under sorrowful emotions, while we besought the physician of 
soul and body to feast us, according to the riches of his grace, with 
the good things of his house; to strengthen us with might in the in- 
ner man and to heal all our diseases by the virtues of His sacred 
body and blood,—remembering also those of our community before 
the Lord, who could not be allowed to participate. 

24th. Being Whitsuntide, after the liturgy, Brother Haman 
preached the sermon. In the mean time Brother Luckenbach re- 
paired to the neighbouring settlement, and according to an invitation 
he had received, delivered a discourse to a considerable number of 
people assembled in the house of a sick man, named Caty. In the 
evening Brother Luckenbach once more addressed the Indian con- 
gregation. 

During this week and the foregoing our people were engaged in 
planting our cornfields, for which labour the weather proved uncom- 
monly favourable. In general we remark, that the present spring 
is very mild and pleasant, the woods having become green about a 
fortnight sooner, than is usual in this part of the country. 

28th. We were visited by a young man named Korbus, who has 
undertaken to teach a school about ten miles down the river. Hav- 
ing taken up his lodgings with Arnold, a miller and distiller, whose 
establishment has hitherto proved a great bane to the mission, we 
besought the young man, strenuously to argue the subject with him, 
and endeavour to dissuade him from selling liquor so freely to our 
Indians. ‘To promote this object, we furnished him with a tract, 
exhibiting the evil tendency and consequences of this species of traffic, 
in hopes that it might have a good effect on this otherwise good na 
tured man. 

On the 9th. {0th. and J1ith of June. Fahrenhcit’s thermometer rose 
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to 94° above zero. We learned that two Methodist preachers had 
visited the upper Monseytown, and had made an offer to the Indians 
living there, to erect a school among them, and to preach the word 
of God to them; to which several heathen families assented; the 
rest however rejected the offer, and would not hear of any thing like 
a reformation. The missionaries, it was moreover stated, had then 
left them, with the promise of paying them another visit after the 
lapse of several months, and to hear what further they had to say 
on the subject. We should rejoice, if some ministers were to settle 
among them, and succeed in bringing some to the obedience of the 
faith; because this might prove an incentive to the careless and luke- 
warm among our people, if an awakening should take place among 
their countrymen, who have hitherto been opposed to the gospel. 

i4th. Through the instrumentality of our assistants, a married 
couple were again united, who had separated some time ago. They 
were reminded of their respective duties, and admonished to forgive 
one another, which they willingly promised to do, but subsequently 
did not perform. We are frequently on such occasions compelled to 
exercise much patience and forbearance, because an Indian, whose 
heart has not yet been subdued by the grace of God, finds it ex- 
tremely irksome, to submit himself to the divine injunctions in this 
respect, preferring rather to dissolve the connubial tie at his option. 

15. Our people worked the corn on our field for us, the growth of 
which had been greatly promoted by late copious showers of rain, 
so that we were not, as in former years, under the necessity of re- 
planting. Next day we returned our sincere thanks in the morning 
meeting to our Indian brethren and sisters for the service they had 
rendered. 

17th. We had an agreeable visit from our aged and venerable 
friend Missimer, who was come, as he said, once more to see us 
before he died. He spends most of his time in singing, praying and 
reading of religious books, esteeming it a peculiar privilege, if he can 
obtain the publications and missionary accounts of the Brethren’s 
church, with which we furnish him from time to time. 

25th. We were visited by a respectable Monsey chief, named 
Nalowergamen, living about thirty miles from this in the upper 
Monsey town, He corroborated the above report concerning the 
offers made by the Methodist ministers, and added that for some time 
past he had been led to see, that the customs and traditions of the 
Indians, as handed down to them from their ancestors, were altogether 
futile; that for many years he had in vain endeavoured to find rest 
and comfort for his soul in them, and that he had made repeated 
attempts to restrain the vicious lives of his people and family, and 
exhorted them to virtuous practices, with scarcely any visible effect. 
That on the contrary, wickedness of every kind, and above all, the 
vice of drunkenness had become more and more prevalent among 
them, so that he had finally lost all courage to renew the attempt. 
The late visit of the aforesaid white teachers had therefore been 
highly acceptable to him, as he hoped, bystheir direction and assist- 
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ance, to be able in some measure to promote their temporal and 
spiritual welfare. Several Monseys had joined him in the purpose 
of accepting a white teacher, chiefly with a view to have their chil- 
dren instructed in reading the books of the white people; but he felt 
convinced, that satan would throw every possible obstacle in their 


way to defeat the project, since a great deal of enmity had already 


manifested itself between the well and evil-disposed parties, the lat- 
ter having testified their chas 


at the resolution expressed by the 
former, to forsake the « 


ld Indian made of worship and to follow the 
ways of the white people. He further stated, that it was exceeding- 
ly trying for those that desired a reform, and would fain receive the 
Word otf God, to resist the numerous temptations to liquor, since the 
drunkards endeavoured to force every one to join in their revels; and 
that whosoever refused, was most unmercifully stigmatized. 

July 4th. After a severe drou 


geht of several weeks duration, we 
had a refreshing thunder sh: 


ywer, and on the following days several 
scurce of great joy and thankfulness. Report 
stated, that in the country around lake Erie and St, Clair, the 
drought had been still greater than with us, whole fields of Indian 
corn being completely destroyed. 


more, which was a 


Sth. All the hunters of our town went out upon the chace and re- 
turned in the evening. T | 


hey shotbut two deer, which, on the 7th, 
when the Indian Brethren hceed our corn, were boiled in six large 
kettles with a mess of corn, and when done, dealt out to the labourers. 

7th and 8th. Brother Haman spoke individually with the boys, and 
Brother and Sister Luckenbach with the girls, in reference to their 
prayer-day. Several school boys and girls, who had been guilty of 
petty thefts, were earnestly spoken to about their conduct, in pre- 
sence of the assistants, and cautioned against this vice in future. 
They accordingly prom 

Oth. The children had their pray er-day ’ 


were kept for them, viz: morning prayer and lovefeast. They were 
1emselves without reserve to Him, 
who had redeemed them by His blood, to live only for Him in this 
world, and to flee fr 


on to sin and the works of 
darkness. Having deen 


ed amendment. 
which two meetings 


affectionately urged to surrendet 


t to give some admonitions to 

the whole congr ’ our town were sum- 
on the 10th, when 
xiii, 2——11. first dwelt 
on the duty and responsibility of the teachers and ministers of the 


moned by the assistants, 


Brother Luckenbach, speakin x from Ezek. xx; 


word of God, and how the Lord would require it at their hands, if 
they did not warn souls entrusted to their care, of the danger they 
were exposed to, by deviating from the right path; and while He 
would as certainly call those to an account, who in spite of every 
warning, continued to persist in their sinful course. He 
horted the audience to 
quentin 


next ex 
a quiet celebration of the Lord’s day, fre- 
g the house and worship of 
one another; and 


vigilant eye upon 


God, and to love and unity among 
zealously admonished parents, to keep a more 


their children Thirteen white settlers being 
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come on a visit hither, and not understanding what had been said im 
the sermon, a few words were addressed to them at the close of the 
sermon in the English language. 

(To BE CONTINUED.) 


Miscellaneous Missionary Intelligence. 
DANISH WEST INDIA ISLANDS. 


AccorpDING to a letter from Brother Boehnhof in Friedensthal, 
St. Croix, dated October 9, all the missionaries on the three Danish 
Islands were enjoying good health. The Sunday schools established 
at Friedensthal and Friedensfeld, and kept every fortnight, are 
attended by upwards of 150 children at both places, and promise to 
have the most beneficial effects. 


SURINAM. 

A letter from Brother Genth in Paramaribo, dated October 18th, 
confirms his gradual recovery from the bilious fever, which had 
brought him very low. There is much employment for the mis- 
sionaries; the number of new people is continually increasing, and 
the invitations to preach on different plantations are so frequent, that 


they cannot be all accepted at present. 


ST. KITTS. 

From Basseterre on St. Kitts, Brother Johansen announces the 
safe arrival of Brother and Sister Hoch on the 22d of November. 
They are stationed at Basseterre. In both congregations there is 
much spiritual life perceptible. During several weeks in October, 
Brother Johansen and Brother Scholefieid were prevented by sick- 
ness from discharging their missionary duties. 


BARBADOES. 

Brother Samucl Brunner in a letter of December 16th, from 
Sharon, Barbadoes, writes as follows: “ On the 14th instant, we had 
the pleasure of welcoming Brother and Sister Ricksecker and child 
at this place on their passage to Tobago. On the 9th of October 
they had sailed from Bridgeport for Antigua, where they arrived in 
safety on the 11th of November; there, however, they were obliged 
to wait for a vessel for this island till December 4th. On both 
voyages they encountered storms in the beginning, but were detained 
by calms towards the end. Simce October 29th, the name of th 
station formerly called Mount Chance has been changed to Mount 
Tabor. The seed of the word of God, sown by Brother Taylor, 
begins to spring up; the meetings are more numerously attended, and 
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several children and acs:lts have been baptized. In Sharon likewise 
the Saviour manifests himself through the word of His atonement. 
Last week we conversed in private with 224 new people, candidates 
for baptism, and such as had been excluded from our meetings. To- 
morrow four adults are to be baptized; one individual is to be re- 
ceived into the congregation, and twenty are to be added to the class 
of candidates for baptism.” 


NEW FAIRFIELD, (Uprer Canapa.) 


A letter from Brother Haman in New Fairfield, dated January 
26th, informs us of the health of our missionaries at that place, as 
well as of our Christian Indians in general. The children who 
attend school, had all recovered from the sickliness of the preceding 
autumn, and afforded their instructors joy by their diligence. Christ- 
mas was likewise a season of gladness for our Indians The children 
committed a number of verses to memory, which they recited and 
sang for the congregation on Christmas eve; and in a lovefeast, the 
little presents which Brother Luckenbach had brought along, were 
distributed among them. For the first time the singing was accom- 
panied by the Piano Forte; and this, as well as a suitable decoration 
of the church, gave the children and adults great pleasure. The 
gracious nearness of the Lord was perceptibly felt throughout these 
festival days. The necessity of going forward with the erection of 
anew church, became very apparent during these festivals, as well 
as at New Year, and Epiphany festival, on account of the throng of 
hearers. No time was lost in preparing the necessary timber, so 
that at the time the letter was dated, all the logs had been conveyed 
to the appointed spot, which was much facilitated by the good sleigh- 
ing, though the cold was very intense, being nearly every day in 
January below zero of Fahrenheit, and several times 12 degrees be- 
low zero. 


SPRING-PLACE. 


Brother Benade of Salem, N.C. in a letter of March 5th, mentions 
the exemplary departure of Brother Charles R. Hicks, near Spring- 
Place, as already reported. Our departed Brother will be much 
missed by our missionaries; and his loss for his nation, whose second 
chief he was, is deplorable, especially as their head chief, Path-killer, 
died only thirteen days before him. According to his particular re- 
quest, his remains were conveyed to Spring-Place, a distance of six- 
teen miles, and on the 22d of January solemnly interred. Major 
Ridge, who happened to be present on his return from Salem, 
whither he had brought his daughter, delivered a suitable discourse 
to those who attended the funeral. On the 25th of February the 
first adult was baptized at Oochgelogy, namely old mother Qualukee, 
who is already a great-great-grandmother, for she is the mother of 
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Sister Lydia Chrisnolm, who is the mother of Sister Gann, whose 
daughter Betsy Field has a son more than a year old. She received 
the name of Hannah; and immediately afterwards her great-grand- 
son Isaac Ferguson Gann, was baptized out of the same vessel. On 
the same day, another Indian woman was received as a candidate 
for baptism. On the whole there appear at that station, more 
than formerly, agreeable evidences of the operation of God’s good 
Spirit on the hearts of the Indians, to awaken them to a new life, 
and the mectings are numcrously and attentively visited. The 
school increases under the care of Sister Gambold, for they have 
thirteen scholars, of whom two boys and two girls live with them; 
the rest come in the morning and return in the evening. All this is 
a subject of encouragement to our dear and worthy old Brother 
Gambold and wife, whose feelings, according to his own language, 
are such, as when in 1810, he was about to baptize the first of the 
Cherokee nation. ‘ How much is it to be wished,” Brother Benade 
remarks, ‘‘ that an active couple of fellow-labourers could be found 
for them.” Truly a great field is there ripening beforg our eyes; 
oh! that labourers may not be wanting for the Lord of the harvest, 
to assist in collecting the reward of his bitter passion! Does he say 
to none among us: ‘*‘ Go thou into my vineyard; and whatsoever is 
right thou shalt receive?” Let us listen to his call, and whoever 
hears his voice, let him not delay! 


Our dear Brother Hueffel, Bishop of the Church of the United 
Brethren, who for upwards of eight years had acted as president of 
the General Conference for the Pennsylvania and adjacent congre- 
gations, having been elected a member of the Missionary department 
of the Unity’s Elders’ Conference at Herrnhut, to whose guidance 
the general concerns of the whole church of the United Brethren 
are entrusted,—was preparing to set out on his journey to Europe, 
when he received the additional commission, to visit our missions in 
the different West India Islands, before he joined his future colleagues. 
After taking the most affectionate leave of the congregations, who 
had hitherto enjoyed his devoted services, he embarked at New 
York on the 2d of April for the Island of St. Croix, and we have 
the pleasure to state upon the authority of recent letters from thence, 


that the ship safely arrived at Westend on the 17th of the same 
month. 
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